A chairde,

 

Please find attached the Property and Liability Broker declarations together with the Insurance policy documentation for the cover period November 1 2018 – October 31 2019. It is of the utmost importance that this documentation is read carefully to ensure that each unit’s executive is fully aware of the terms and conditions of cover provided. We do not want our units facing a situation whereby Insurers have refused to cover a claim as the unit was in breach of the terms noted but the reality is that Insurers are reserving their rights on cases and will not confirm cover to the unit until the claim is fully investigated.    
 
Please be advised of the following important points which we are highlighting to assist you to understand the importance of this documentation, however as above, the documentation must be read in full:
 
Liability Insurance? 
Liability Insurance cover is not in place to cover individuals but in place to cover the legal liability of the affiliated unit. Therefore, when a solicitor’s letter is received by a unit, Liability Insurance is in place to respond to that correspondence on behalf of the unit and the claim is handled accordingly by Insurers. Without the Insurance in place, the unit would be instructing their legal advisers on the claim and would be paying for the handling of the claim, defence costs and any possible awards that may be awarded to a claimant from club funds. Examples of claims received include slips and falls at matches \ fundraisers and the claimant has issued legal proceedings seeking compensation for personal injury, suffering and damages. Ireland has a very active claims culture as highlighted by ongoing media reports and we are a party to that given the increasing number of Personal Injury claims been taken against the Association which is impacting on the premiums we are been charged. 
 
Fundraising \ Health and Wellbeing Activities – is cover extension provided automatically? 
No, cover extension for all Fundraising \ Health and wellbeing activities must be applied for by notifying via the Insurance Office in Croke Park or our brokers Willis Towers Watson. Upon receipt of the email notification, a list of advices \ requirements will be issued which the unit must complete and return to ensure cover can be extended. We are not trying to create additional work for club officers by asking for the requirements to be completed and documented, we are seeking to protect the unit so that when a personal injury claim arises from a fundraiser, we are in a better position to defend the claim when the managing of the fundraiser \ activity was all documented. If a personal injury claim arises from a fundraiser \ health and well-being activity and the required cover extension was not in place, Insurers will refuse to cover the claim.   
 
Third Party Use of Club Property \ Personal Trainers and Other Professions
All third party users of club properties for example schools, other sports clubs, fitness instructors must have in place their own insurance cover as per the requirements set out in page 6 of the attached policy document. This is to provide cover to the club and to ensure we are not picking up personal injury claims from incidents that may arise at these Non GAA activities. For example, if a catering provider unfortunately scalded an attendee at an after funeral function at the club, any claim arising from this incident would be against the Caterer’s insurance and not the clubs. When the club permit the use of the club property to third party users, booking forms should be in place. The club remain the property owner and need to insure that there are no hazards in place prior to giving permission to use the property. 
 
Health and Safety
An event management plan needs to be in place for each event held at the club and a risk assessment carried out which is all documented. The club’s health and safety statement needs to be up to date and an annual review of the grounds should be carried out 
 
Licenced Bars \ Community Scheme workers
In order for cover to extend for licenced Bars \ Community Scheme Workers, the club must submit the requirements as per page 8 of the Insurance Policy document 
 
Construction and \ or Development Works 
All planned construction \ development works must be notified by email and agreed in advance with the Insurance office in Croke Park or our brokers Willis Towers Watson. The Liability policy of the GAA does not extend to cover liability arising out of Development \ Construction Works. It is a requirement of The Association that contracts/works of this nature are carried out by Bone Fide Contractors who have the appropriate insurance cover in place with indemnities to the club & The Association. Details of requirements are noted on page 9 of the attached Insurance Policy Document.  
 
Exclusions 
A full listing of exclusions are noted on page 10 of the attached policy document. Those exclusions also apply to users seeking to use the club property as per the wording noted. It is important to note that if a club permits an excluded activity, competition, amusement and so forth and a solicitor’s letter is received as a result of personal injury sustained at that excluded activity, Insurers will decline the claim in its entirety in that the club will be responsible for appointing their own legal advisors and for the entire costs of the claim.    
 
Incident Reports
All clubs should check your records of events and incident reports and ensure that any incidents which may give rise to a claim under the policy have been investigated and reported to me.  In the event a formal legal claim arises and on investigation it is noted that the club were aware of an incident but did not report it, policy cover will be declined due to the clubs failure to report the incident. The prompt reporting of an incident will allow Insurers to investigate any potential claim before the club receives the solicitor’s letter
 
Incidents Prior to 1st November 2018
If there are any unreported incidents prior to 1st November, that may give rise to a claim, please notify same to me as a matter of urgency. As above, in the event of a failure to report an incident, cover will be declined due to the delay in notification.
 
Liability Broker Declaration
An annual Liability broker declaration which can be used as a general proof of the club’s insurance is attached.  If you require specific indemnity proof of insurance or to extend cover for non-Gaelic Games activities advance notice is required.  All clubs are responsible for ensuring that requests are submitted to allow sufficient time for insurers review.  Requests submitted with not enough time for review will be declined. 
 
Property Broker Declaration 
An annual Property broker declaration is attached noting the cover under the Property Insurance Program, please read carefully and refer to the section in relation to Public Loss Assessors which units are no longer permitted to appoint to act on their behalf 
 
Premium Invoices
Premium invoices have been issued to all county Boards for allocation of charges to affiliated units. Any club who has not paid insurance premiums by the due date as set by your county board will not be covered by the Central Insurance Placements and in the event of a claim indemnity will not be provided. 
 
Legal Correspondence
If the club receives any legal correspondence for example a solicitor’s letter in relation to an alleged incident or Personal Injuries Board Assessment (PIAB) correspondence, the club needs to send the correspondence immediately to the Insurance Department, GAA, Croke Park, Dublin 3 so that Insurers can deal with it on behalf of the club
 
Club Meetings 
A way in which clubs can assist us is by discussing the safety of your club at meetings and issues that need to be addressed. All events that are permitted at the club should be documented and if any incident no matter how small and trivial it may seem was reported at an event held, it should be recorded in the minutes of the meeting. It can also assist us when clubs record that no incidents were reported given that a club may not receive a solicitor’s letter on a claim up to 2 \ 3 years after an event. By the club recording that no incident took place, it can assist in challenging a claim.  
 
Contacts
The Insurance office in Croke Park can be contacted via email at ciara.clarke@gaa.ie or phoning 01 8192347, Willis Towers Watson can be contacted via email at gaageneral@willistowerswatson.com or by phoning 01 661 6211
 

Is mise le meas

 

Ciara

 
Ciara Ní Chléirigh / Ciara Clarke
Bainisteoir Chiste Gortuithe CLG / GAA Injury Fund Manager
 
Gutháin / Tel : +353 (01) 819 2347
CLG, Páirc an Chrócaigh, Baile Átha Cliath 3 / GAA, Croke Park, Dublin 3
 






  
 

 
 

