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Junior C Men

Our Junior C mens team Division 5 league
campaign began in May. The competition was
drawn into three groups East, West, and South with
the top three teams from East and South, and top
two teams from West progressing to the knockout
rounds. The group stages were extremely
competitive with the team coming up short in the

league semi-final against Blessington.

The championship was drawn into two groups with
the winner guaranteed a semi-final, and 2nd and
3rd place securing a quarter final. We were drawn
in group 2 alongside Ashford, Blessington and
Kilmacanogue. We would finish the group in 3rd
place and the result a ¥ final spot against
Annacurra. This is where the season ended for this
group, with the game going down to the wire
requiring extra time to separate the teams.
Unfortunately for the second year in a row for the
group we were on the wrong end of the last kick of
the game with an Annacurra point at the death the
difference between the sides. Final score 1-12 to 1-
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Junior B Men

Our Junior B mens team league campaign began
at the end of April, boosted by a number of
players stepping up from minor. The team would
go on an impressive run in the Division 4 league
winning all their group games to claim the ‘Finan
Cup’ and promotion to Division 3.

Hoping the build on the impressive league
campaign, the Junior B championship began in
August. The competition would be contested by 4
groups with the top teams of each group making
the quarter final and 2nd, and 3rd, playing a
preliminary quarter final. We were drawn in a

group 2 alongside Kilbride, Avoca and Dunlavin.

The team would finish 2nd in their group which
setup a home preliminary quarter final against
Carnew and following a successful result a
quarter final against Bray. Unfortunately, this is
where the impressive run of this group would
come to an end. Bray boosted by the return of a
number of players where a very different side to
the one the group played during the league. Bray

would go on to lift the cup in the coming months.




Senior Men

Still on a high from returning to senior ranks the
energy from the group was evident from early in
the season with over 40 players involved.
Competition for starting places was high and
everyone was pushing each other.

We progressed through the league winning 10 of
our 11 games, losing only to Kilmacanogue who we
would see again. This impressive run saw us top the
table at the end of league campaign, crowned
winners of the ‘Timmons Cup’ and promoted to
Division 1A.

Following the completion of the league the county
introduced a secondary competition, the ‘Liam
Cullen Cup’, with the top four teams from the
league playing off. With Kilmacanogue the only
team to have beaten us in the league this year the

group set out not to repeat the occurrence winning
in impressive style by 4-17 to 2-03 and in doing so
adding the ‘Liam Cullen Cup'.

A strong Championship campaign saw us in the
quarter final vs last year’s champions Blessington.
A significant challenge from one of the countys’
strongest teams. This did not stop the group as
momentum continued to build winning 2-13 to O-
14

The semi final saw us play Baltinglass. This was a
closely fought affair, unfortunately the day was not
with us losing 2-09 to 2-11

Despite the result in the semi-final, the year was
very positive. We have been promoted to Division
1A winning both the ‘Timmons Cup’ and the ‘Liam
Cullen Cup’. We are excited about the future for
this team.

Seniors



Annacurra. Despite being unsuccessful in the
Intermediate County final, the hard work and
success at underage level has shown a bright light
for the future of the club. At our Ia na gclub during
the summer, over 150 young members received
gear and medals from Davy Fitz on a fantastic
sweltering Saturday. Our chairman Michael Doyle
had the honour of captaining the winning side in
the Ciaran Shannon Cup for a third time and a
delicious barbecue and awards presentation to the
2021 junior team brought the events of the day to
aclose. This year, we had a large participation of
players at county level. In a September report, we
were listed as one of the top clubs in the county
providing players to academy squads. For the
senior hurlers, Martin O’Brien and Robert
Fitzgerald were mainstays of the panel this year.
Conor Byrne was a member of the county under 20
panel. In football, Alan Nolan was a member of the
backroom team of the under 20’s who went out to
Westmeath in the Leinster Championship. At
minor level, Eoghan Murphy and Charlie Graham
were on the panel who experienced a long run in
the Championship up to the semi final, while Kevin
Stapleton was on the backroom team. We also
contributed the largest amount of players to
underage squads in the county which is a credit to
the coaching these players have received.

Annacurra

2022 will Ee remembered as a positive year for

Intermediate

Our intermediate team put a mixed league
campaign behind them to give us a run to
remember through the championship. Despite
being underdogs in every game and a
disappointing first round defeat to Coolkenno, our
intermediate team produced memorable moments
and performances including a last minute Conor
Byrne goal in the semi final to meet a heavily
fancied Eire Og in the final. Unfortunately, they
came up just short but can take huge credit from
their performance.

Intermediate Panel:

Robert Fitzgerald, James Keenan, Alan Byrne,
Glenn Austin, Sean Weld, Paul McDonald, Pauric
Doyle, Martin O'Brien, Evan Doyle, John Moran,
Dylan Doyle, Shane O’Keefe, Conor Byrne, Frank
Clune, Stephen Murphy, David Whitty, Adrian
Shannon, Brian Shannon, Cian Fitzgerald, Dean
Barnes, Elliott Robinson, Euan Harpur, Gearoid
Murphy, James Doyle, Kevin Healy, Leo Araujo,
Michael Healy, Michael O’Brien, Robert Davey,
Shane McAllister and Stephen Murphy.

Intermediate Foothallers



Juniors

Our junior team also had strong showings in the
league but a couple of costly defeats meant they
didn’t retain their league title. In championship, a
memorable extra time win over An Tochar in the
quarter final set up a semi final showdown with
Donard who had defeated us earlier in the group
stage. A hearty effort from our team seen us come
up just short with 2 weeks of extra time a period
too much for some tired bodies. None the less,
another successful year after stepping up from
Junior D this year and losing to the eventual
winners in extra time in the semi final.

Junior Panel:

David Whitty, Brian Shannon, Adrian Shannon,
Liam Moules, Cian Fitzgerald, Mark Doyle, Leo
Araujo, Jon Hynes, Shane O’Neill, Rob Davey, Ciaran
Byrne, James Doyle, Clive Horan, lan McDonald,
Fionn Moules, Vincent O’'Flaherty, Alan Horan,
Patrick O'Neill, John O’'Neill, Michael Darcy,
Stephen Beattie, Jack Keenan, James Walsh, Colm
Walsh,

Under 19

2022 brought another bit of history to the
Annacurra club as we fielded our own U19 team. A
Team full of young and very talented young men.
They were put in a group with 2 amalgamated
teams in the form of Micheal Hogan's and Michael
Dwyers. Both results went against us unfortunately
but with 75% of the Team being made up of 16
year old boys one cam only say the future looks
very bright.

U19 Panel:

Daniel Kirwan, Paddy Horan, Jamie Wolohan, Adam
Healy, Oliver Doyle, Eoghan Murphy, Charlie
Graham, Evan Doyle, John Moran, Sean Weld, Sean
Carey, Conor Byrne, Cian Fitzgerald, Fionn Moules,
Luke Nolan, Sammy Harpur, Eoin O’Connor, Colm
Walshe, Darragh Kennedy, Elliot O’'Driscoll, J) Byrne,
Micheal Kavanagh
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Adult Mens’ Section

On the pitch, we didn't achieve what we set out to
do at the beginning of this year and that was to
win a senior championship. Our Senior
championship campaign was a mix of good and
bad with all the games hard fought including the
opening fixture against Dunlavin where AGB
prevailed but then suffered a heavy defeat to
Blessington. The players regrouped and refocused
and secured a win in the backdoor round vs
Kiltegan before overcoming Bray in a tight game in
the quarter final. The semi-final against St Pats,
who went on to ultimately win the championship,
was a difficult loss to take and thus losing out to
the eventual Miley Cup winners for the fourth year
in succession.

Our Junior A team, fielding several players coming
up from Minor, had a slow start to the league
campaign finishing strongly in a case of what
might have been but had a positive championship
campaign, unfortunately bowing out at the quarter
final stage. Targeting a Junior A championship and
promotion from Division 3 of the league are very
achievable goals in 2023 for this team.

It was great to see our Junior C team up and
running this year and unfortunately their excellent
league campaign wasn't rewarded with silverware.
| want to thank several players who came out of
retirement to fulfil our championship fixture in

Arklow Geraldines Ballymoney

Kiltegan and ensured we got a win to progress to
the quarter final. | would encourage the team to
make a formal application to take partin the
Division 4 league next year noting our increased
playing numbers.

The integration of the Minors across our 3 Adult
teams was a key positive in 2022. It was great to
see many of these players make their
championship debuts in 2022 and they backboned
our Division 3 & 5 league teams in the early part of
the season. In particular a word of praise for Conn
Kinsella who made his senior championship debut
in 2022; whilst 5 of the 2021 minors (Padraic
Bermingham, Sean McCarthy, Conor Gahan, Daire
Furlong & Patrick O’Halloran) were starters on our
Junior A championship team. We look forward to
welcoming members of our victorious Minor
Championship winning team into the adult ranks
in 2023.

We are proud to report that several of our senior
team were members of the Wicklow Senior
Football panel throughout their championship and
Division 3 campaign this year including Andrew
Maher, Christopher O'Brien, Darragh Fitzgerald &
JP Hurley — unfortunately all four players only
managed to share a pitch together in an AGB game
once all year for 20 minutes in a county semi-final;
which highlighted that this is probably the
unluckiest year we have had in my living memory

Junior A’s



Junior C’s

Fennell, Ciaran & Cormac O’Shea, Cathal Kelleher,
Shane Donohoe, Karl Kirwan, James & Richard
Tyrrell, Darragh Culleton, Ben Fennell and Siun
Furlong who worked on both of these fundraisers
and that is much appreciated.

for injuries / knocks sustained, right across all 3
teams.

2022 has marked a return to a normal season as
we understand it post COVID, with a full pre-
season and a full complement of games taking
place across 3 teams and that is reflected in the
financials for the Men’s Section which shows a
significant deficit highlighting the costs associated
with trying to facilitate and support high
performance teams.

We ran a number of fundraisers this year including
the Golf Classic and our Cheltenham Tipster
competition. A massive thank you to everyone who
supported these but also to Mervyn Travers, Gerry

Thanks to our sponsors Padraig J. Hyland & Co. and
Morgan Doyle Ltd and also a very special word of
thanks & praise to John Connolly, our COVID officer
who kept the players and playing environment safe
at all times over the last 3 years and who | was
delighted to see honoured recently at the Arklow
Chamber Awards. Also, to Stephen Hurley Fitness
for the use of his superb facility throughout the
year, which was open to players to use as they
wished throughout the season.

Senior’s



G\Qann-Fhaidh/e

& D

q
&,

&
R oA

MEN HURLING

At adult level we had a mixed year with our
Intermediate team falling short again this year. We
have a talented young team with huge potential
but we cannot seem to kick on and come together.
During the season, a dispute arose between the
players and the team management. Unfortunately,
this resulted in Mick Byrne and his team stepping
away from the team more than halfway through
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Arklow Rock Parnells

the season. This also resulted in Mick Byrne
stepping down as Chairman of the club.

Our Junior team reached a Junior C final this year
but ,on the day, lost by the narrowest of margins to
a spirited Knockanna team. We would like to thank
all those involved. Hopefully, with a bit of effort
and training our Junior team will progress next
year.

PRO

Thank you to Penni Heald our PRO for all our social
media and website updates. A job not getting any
easier as the club grows. Well done to Orla Mellon,
Sean Pierce and Derek O’Leary who are now PRO
assistants as the club has grown too big for one
person to handle all the social media. A good
challenge to have, Carrig Parnell Abd!

SUMMER CAMP 2022

The three-day camp was held from 9 — 11 August
and was a huge success for all 120 attendees. A
fabulous job was done by all the coaches, helpers
and our Child Safety Officer making these camps a
week of fun and games for all, with a great
atmosphere.

SPECIAL MENTION

[ just want to take this opportunity to thank a few
people. To Tom Byrne and Jack O'Reilly for their
time and work maintaining the grounds and the
outdoor area. The grounds are always in top
condition and the pitch is a joy to play on. A task
not getting easier with the growing numbers.

Also, for helping whenever Penni Heald has
another one of her ideas which we know they
secretly love.




On top of the hurling/camogie skills and games A big thank you to Wicklow County Fire Service for
being practiced there was slushies, an outdoor their informative visit and training.

disco, races and our girls v boys obstacle courses
and our annual water fight was back.
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AshFford Junior A short as their championship ended with a semi
final defeat to Blessington. They will hope to go

Our first team enjoyed a great league campaign

this year with the impact of the new coaching set

up clear to see from the start of the year. However,

Eoghan Dunne’s first year in charge is one that the

whole squad and coaches will feel came up a bit
il ' ]

one better next year with the goal of taking the
club back to intermediate status. We wish Eoghan,
his coaching team and the squad the best of luck
for the year ahead.




Junior A Hurling Champions 2022

Aughrim Hurlers Attain
Intermediate Status fFor 2023

Four years ago, after a lapse of eleven years,
approximately, Liam Keenan Snr announced at a
club meeting that he was going to restart a hurling
team in the club. Many at the meeting were of the
mind that Liam was reaching too far. He enlisted
Christy O’ Brien to help and now their effort has
been rewarded. With the help of Emmet Sullivan
and Michael Byrne, two men were recruited who
knew the game and what was needed to win. Our
first year was backboned by players from the past
and with the help of players returning from other
clubs to play with their home club and players from
Annacurra, Ballymanus, Tinahely and Ballinacor,
the team got going.

This team has won the '8’ Championship, 'C’
Championship, and the highlight of this year, the
'A’ Championship. This means weplay Intermediate
hurling in 2023.

With young players now available from ourjuvenile
section, namely Alex Kavanagh, Dermot Toomey,
Jack Kennedy, Mark medals with Glen/ Pats this

year. Dylan Byrne and John Toomey also played
senior hurling with Wicklow.

This year we represented Wicklow in the special
Leinster Junior Hurling Championship, run by
Killeedy GAA Club of west Limerick. We played
Oliver Plunketts of Dublin in the quarter final and
were unfortunately beaten.

The 2022 panel were David Whitty, Shane Arthur,
Thomas Hayden, Mick Darcy, Jack Murray, Connor
Lambert, Mark Clancy, Brian Hanlon, Killian
McDonald, Adam Keegan, Dylan Byrne, Dara
O'Shea, Peter Quigley, Robert Lambert, lan Clancy,
Shane O'Loughlin, Patrick Byrne, James Fleming,
Jack Keenan, Jamie Buckley, Paul Whelan, John
Toomey, Colm Kenny, Dean Barnes, Diarmuid
Whelan, Dean Newsome, Andy Hancock, trainer
Michael Byrne, selector Christy O'Brien and
manager Liam Keenan Snr.

We thank Lawlor Fules, Quigely family, Alan Dillon,
Pat Kennedy, Paul Phelan, John Gunning, Liam
Fanning and Liam Keenan for sponsoring the
hurlers.
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Our Senior mens team had a good year overall, The Junior B team had a good year finishing third in
they were runners up in the league and just lost the league and reaching the semi final of the
out by 2 points to St. Pats in the County final in Championship. They were level at half time but
atrocious weather conditions. losing to a strong Tinahely challenge in the second

The Junior A team exited the Championship at the half.

Q/F stage a disappointing end after the previous
years run.
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We won't forget these weeks in the run up to
Christmas in Bray Emmets for many years, will we?

How do you go about putting into words the joy
and rapture of seeing a club once called a hurling
desert by its own county board becoming not just
pre-eminent in the county but now in the province
as well?

Saturday December 10, 2022 is now a red letter
day inour story... itis the day Paul Carley and his
squad made their mark in the history of this
venerable club.

These lads are now our Bray Hurling Immortals, the
team that has gone where none has gone before by
somehow topping a four-in-a-row in Wicklow with
a big, beautiful provincial crown.

Our greatest ever hurling ambassador in the club
Jackie Napier was lost for words and beside himself
with glee at the final whistle.

John Henderson senior, who was the man who
started it all, fought back tears and said seeing this
day for Bray and his two sons meant as much if not
more than winning his two All Ireland medals.

Paul Cunningham, our chairman, was a proud man
on two fronts...on the field where the hurlers let
their camans do the talking and off it where an
army of club volunteers did him proud as they
swung into action to host this final at short notice

e Leinster Title
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as well as a Camogie All Ireland semi-final on the
one day.

When the pitch at Echelon Park was declared
unplayable at 9.30am on Saturday morning, Bray
was asked if Old Conna could stage the double
header at such short notice.

The answer was an emphatic yes as our leaders
worked out a plan which seamlessly got over 1,000
people in and out of the venue as well as providing
excellent PA facilities and information, not to
mention providing excellent last minute
refeshement facilities thanks to Adrian Craig and
John and Deirdre Traynor.

You had to be present to get the feeling that this
might indeed become a day like no other... a day
when the portents pointed to something great
either happening or about to go down at the club
along Old Conna Avenue.

It's a full 120 years since our forebears here won
their way out of Leinster to become All-Ireland
football champions for the 1902 series (the games
weren't played until 1904) while representing
Dublin.

While that is a mighty achievement and rightly
recognised it the context of its own lifetime, the
tale of the modern Bray success is something that



will endure all our lifetimes... and beyond into the
distant future.

Bray and Wicklow are not supposed to be much
more than canon fodder to the big counties but
there will be plenty of clubs around the province in
those big counties who will now look at Bray
Emmets hurlers and use them as role models.

This provincial culmination has not been done in
one year... rather it is the result of many groups
and many people’s idealism in believing and
failing... going again against the odds and then
doing better.

Manager Carley and his two right hand men, Ronan
O’Brien and Brian Duggan, have had the
intelligence to learn from those and their own
setbacks over the past years to come up with
almost the perfect blueprint for success in the
Leinster campaign of 2022.

You couldn’t but be impressed by how we not only
appeared to know what our opponents would try
against us but also how we upset their opponent
planning by coming up with manouevres of our
own to unsettle them.

Which leads us nicely into the game on Saturday.
Trim had arrived with a pep in their step having
beaten Kilkenny's finest Danesfort and also by
preventing Offaly’s best, Tullamore, from scoring
from play.

Their players, seven of whom are on the Meath
panel, looked focused on getting the job done... a
view echoed by their mentors around the
clubhouse who felt they would have too much
ammunition for Bray, although most admitted they
knew little or nothing about us.

Ten minutes later, they would have been on a sharp
learning curve as the citing of Podge Doyle at full-
forward and the explosion of points by Michael
Boland and Christy Moorehouse (with a brace
each) introduced them to the type of opponents

they would be contending with for the rest of the
hour.

Just like we did in the previous games, Bray began
with an attitude that spoke volumes for
subsequent intent...try to win every ball and treat
it as an insult if your direct marker managed to get
the sliotar first.

No one exemplified this perfect fusion of mental
and physical supremacy better than John
Henderson junior, who was virtually unbeatable in
the course of the hour.

Significantly for Bray, he set the standards and
with the team racing into a four point lead in the
opening minutes, it rocked the men in red while
simultaneously settling those in green, white and
blue in equal measure.

It also erased any preconception we might have
held that the players would be overawed by the
occasion. Many of the Trim boys have played in the
Intermediate Football Final two years ago when
they beat Clara in Navan yet they were the ones
who found it harder to settle.

When they did they fought back with three points
to underline something we knew... that they were
aformidable challenge for anyone on their day.

The switches of placing Diarmaid Masterson at
wing back and Podge at full-forward had worked
initially but then Trim came to terms with it.

The tactic to bring Doyle back out the field
steadied the Bray vessel around the central vortex,
where Henderson and the impressive Luke
Maloney apart, players were finding it hard to
settle under the liberal approach of the referee to
blow the whistle only as a last resolt.

This meant we were losing possession, due to the
roboust tackles normally called out by officialdom,
being waved on and when they had pulled the
game back to level pegging at 0-7 each coming up



to half-time, there was a moment when you feared
that the visitors were starting to hit their stride.

Just as that thought entered the mind, Boland
produced a delicious bit of skill which resulted in
Kevin Brady finally working the pea in his whistle in
Bray’s favour. Christy obliged to push us ahead
and when James Murray levelled again from a free,
Luke stuck over the sort of score that was more
than a single point... it was also a statement of
defiance which gave us the interval lead at 0-9 to
0-8.

Strangely, the Meath lads lost a player to a second
silly yellow card on the cusp of the short whistle
but played their best hurling in the third quarter as
they matched Bray’s scoring almost step for step.

Indeed but for two outstanding saves by
goalkeeper Peter O’Reilly and Cian Lohan, they
could have pushed their noses in front and got the
added injection that a goal normally brings.

Equally when the game was still in the melting pot
at 0-13 to 0-11 in our favour almost half way
through the second half and goal chances by
skipper Marc Lennon and Boland thwarted, it
looked as if the game would go to the wire with
only a puck of the ball between the combatants.

The introduction of five subs across the last
quarter worked wonders for Carley’s side as they
entered the final strait. The fresh legs won dirty
ball and the likes of Ronan McMahon, Daire
Henderson and Arran Murphy set up scores while
Ben McCormack won two great fifty fifty duels and
was unlucky that both his efforts were only inches
wide.

Cathal O Dualachain also showed up well in the
short time afforded him as the Boland and
Moorehouse show continued with a four point blitz
that left Trim going for goals in the six minutes of
added time in a last gasp effort to bridge the six
point gap.

When the Louth official blew the long whistle, the
huge home support erupted onto the pitch as
waves of blue, white and green tossed their heroes
into the air in celebration.

With the contradiction of fine sunshine and winter
subzero conditions providing the backdrop, our
front pitch was the platform for the joyful
conclusion of a winter’s tale like no other. Leinster
Champions has a great ring to it, hasn't it?

And Marc Lennon spoke lovely closing lines to
enhance this chapter with a well thought out
speech from the balcony of the clubhouse where
he collected the Leinster Cup to great acclaim.

And so we salute our heroes starting with a
custodian in Peter O'Reilly who has traversed the
length and breadth of Leinster without his citadel
ever being breached this campaign. A number of
smart saves but in particular the game changer
early in the second half will forever be
remembered by the faithful as a key moment in
this final.

A goalie is only as good as his outfield players work
to protect him and here Bray had six giants in
defence. The aforementioned Hendo strode
through the passages of the game like a Celtic
Knight, master of all his surveyed.

We take that for granted as we have seen it so
often in his 13 seasons playing in our senior ranks
but Saturday was his coronation. Trim people, on
asking who our No 7 was, nodded sagely when told
he comes from the Hendersons of Kilkenny stock.
And for those who say he had a free role after the
break in sweeping because of Trim’s sending off,
remember he played even better in the first half
when facing foe after foe who encroached his
central patch.

We are blessed and slightly cursed with having two
of the finest centre backs in the current game at
this level. Padraig Doyle moved up to full forward



and the switch had strategic success as it baffled
our opponents into how to handle it.

Then when he was needed further back, he came
out and opened his shoulders to repulse the enemy
onslaughts. As always, he was the big man at the
end clearing ball after ball. No wonder he wore a
smile wider than the Dargle as he savoured victory
on the pitch afterwards.

Cian Lohan has been a revelation and over all our
games this year would be close to the top on the
Mr Consistency ladder. While the ball didn’t fall for
him as easily this past Saturday, his great block at a
vital time was sufficient to give him a warm glow of
knowing he had seen another job well done.

Arguably the line that gets least praise is our full-
back trio with two relative rookies and a veteran
who is only 26. Ben Kearney has the facility to find
time and space at all times while also keeping his
man in his pocket... an elixir for a corner back in
every era of hurling.

Seanie on the other side, is the veteran we refer to,
and once again he beat his man time after time
while always driving his colleagues onto the front
foot with his deft clearances.

In the middle James Anders has grown out of the
shadow of two Bray legends in Peter Kiely and Karl
Lacey to keep tight leashes on several danger men
in our opponents ranks while also growing into
team involvement with timely blocks and
clearances. Naturally, he isn’t going to get
everything right in this pivotal position but boy is
he learning fast!

Injury has been a constant companion of Diarmaid
Masterson this past while but what a stroke to put
him into a wing back role he has always made his
own. He hurled with elan, reading the game from
behind, and there is no better testimony to aman’s
big game mentality than to say this was his finest
performance of the year.

Thank God Luke Maloney found his true formon
the plains of the Leinster series . He was vying with
Hendo and the elusive Boland for my man of the
match award such was the authority and direction
of his play... not to mention the two points he
scored for us at vital moments in the game.

His brother Davy has prospered alongside him
these past two games in particular and showed
great Maloney heart to fight on after sustaining a
heavy injury early on in the encounter . He was
replaced as a blood sub by Daire Henderson and
then came back to give his all before Hendo, the
younger, came in permanently again.

And what an inspired substitute he was. While on
in the cameo role as blood sub, he won more ball
than anyone afield, helping to create the best team
point of the game in the process. Then when
brought back in, he continued to show his ability to
be always in the right place at the right time... a
cut from his father’s gib for sure.

We now enter the forward line where it must be
said that the lenient refereeing made it hard for
those out in front to win ball because of the use of
body and hurley that was allowed.

Eoin McCormack sustained a dead leg in training
last Tuesday and as that normally takes 10 days to
come right, he shouldn’t have been able to line out.
Obviously not himself because of this movement
curtailment, he was replaced at half time but we
owe this man alot as he has been our best ball
winner over the course of 2022.

Marc Lennon’s arrival as skipper has given both
fans and panel members a lift simply because Marc
is that type of personality around a club. The ball
didn’t fall kindly this time around but that wasn’'t
to fault his effort as he harried and ran himself into
the ground before departing to the bench in the
second half.... Obvisouly Paul wanted to give him
time to go over his speech!!



Brian Nesbitt has been a huge addition to our
panel and his displays when coming in as sub
changed a few of our encounters earlier in this
campaign . The type of ball coming in didn’t favour
him on Saturday but he should be proud of what he
has achieved these past few months.

There are only a handful of players you feel
disappointed with if they don’t reach scoring
double figures on any given day... Joe Canning,
Henry Shefflin, T) Reid and Christy Moorehouse.
How can a man score four points from play and five
from frees and still have members slagging him
afterwards that he didn’t play up to par?

Like Hendo, Podge, Luke and one or two others, we
judge our Jackie from a higher plain. Top
marksman every game, top scorer in his province,
what more has this man to do before we put up a
statue of him for the success he has spearheaded
during his days in our colours? A big thanks Jackie,
we won't see your likes ever again and more’s the

pity.

Of all the improvement witnessed across the squad
this season, the most pleasing was to see Michael
Boland blossom into the player his hurling skill
suggested he could be.

Once he decided that he would win every first ball,
opposing defences were in a dither as his ability on
the ball means he can stun the sliotar onto his
hurley and turn and use his pace while a defender
is trying to change direction in his slipstream.

Five beautiful points from play was something to
behold with the big travelling group of supporters
picking him out for special mention as they made
their way, crestfallen, towards the exits.

They had played a Kilkenny team with All Ireland
winners and Offaly stalwarts but as one man
said... we haven’t come across as classy a hurler as
that number 13 of yours.

Our subs have been amazing all season with Ronan
McMahon always providing an authentic presence
with his physicality and selfless distribution.
Similarly Arran Murphy never lets a side down and
it is testament to the strength of the team that he
is not a starter . You could say the same of Ben
McCormack and young Hendo and Cathal O
Dualachain all of whom would be in most people’s
team if they were picking one at the start of the
year.

And where those that leave a lad like Daire Lohan
who was a warrior in our defence when winning
county titles a few years ago and yet fights for a
place despite not even getting a run. Or his brother
Shane whose duality may be a slight disadvantage
but is a hurler and athlete that most clubs would
give their right hand for.

Or a Peter Walsh who has been dogged by a
hamstring so much that he is in danger of
overtaking Ronan Cunningham in the Unluckiest
Player with Injury Award in the club.

It must be tough on Karl Lacey not to get a run
after the service he has given us over the four-in-a-
row. A big salute to you Karl for still turning up and
giving your all in training. Without maybe
recognising it, you and the others who don't get a
game, are the reason we are Leinster champions
because of the way you drive the starters on in
training sessions.

We should also thank the younger members of the
panel, Seanie McDonagh, Laim Benville, Dan
Kennedy, James Byrne and Brian McCann and one
or two others not named in the programme for
what they contributed to this victory.

Where would we be without the likes of Skippy,
Martin Rosney, Liam McGraynor, Wardy and the
juniors, Pat and Paddy Lee and Jack Lawrence for
the condition he had the whole squad in. And
apologies for those | omitted to mention but
deserve to be recognised.



Lastly well done Paul Carley. You too have grown
so much since coming to Bray and you're ability to
see and enact change before and during matches
(with great input no doubt from Brian and Ronan)
has distinguished how we have performed this
year.

As we left the clubhouse on Saturday night with
the match being rerun on the screen upstairs, we
saw the photo of Tom Walsh in the foyer and
offered a silent thanks to him too for what he had
done for our club and in particular hurling down
the years.

And we thought of the Molloy family and all the
other families who had contributed to the
burgeoning Bray Emmets story and thanked them
for their love of Bray Emmets and all the efforts
they put in while actively involved.

It was a night when heaven and earth aligned in
our heads, just as had happened with this team as
avictory was secured on our own sacred soil... yes
indeed it was truly a rare moment in time being
celebrated upstairs in the clubhouse.
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General Overview of 2022

2022 was a year of highs and lows for Carnew,
which is the norm for all clubs. Carnew this year
fielded many males, female, boys,” and girls’ teams
from Under 7 to adult level throughout the course
of the year at both codes. We are extremely proud
that we are a minority within Wicklow GAA that
fields a team at both codes. It is an achievement
that we are tremendously honoured to fulfil as a
club. That is the most important return for the year
as we would not be able to fulfil each team if it
were not down to the players and mentors who
have gave their up most dedication and
determination to each team that they are a
member of. We would like to take this time to
thank each player, manager and supporter who
has given their time to the club. Each evening
there is an enormous crowd of individuals who are
training which starts in January and continues to
late October which will hopefully be a great
indicator of our future as a club.

Sadness

During the year we have endured the loss of four
great clubmen. Our lifelong club members Frank
Fleming, Tom O’ Sullivan, Paddy “Banana” Brennan,
and Mick Lawlor.

Carnew Emmets Junior Footballers

Carmew Emmets

Club Officers for 2022

President:
Chairperson:

Secretary:

Juvenile Chairperson:

Juvenile Secretary:

Vice Chairperson:

Assistant Secretary:

Treasurer:

Assistant Treasurer:

Insurance Officer:
Children’s Officer:
PRO:

Registrar:

Irish Cultural Officer:

Edmond Hyland
Kenneth Redmond
Niamh Myers
James O’ Toole
Owen Nicholson
Quentin House
Brian Doran
Michael Greene
Linda Wafer
Fergus Kinsella
Niamh Myers
Michael Rock
Kenneth Redmond

James Doran

These club members have dedicated a lot of their
time over the years to the club from playing to
providing wisdom when requested.

Ar dheis De go raibh a n-anamcha.



Senior Adult Football Teams

Our intermediate footballers maintained their
status within the Division 1A league which was a
task made easier as we were able to implement the
“double points” system by given up our home
advantage. This was a help to reduce fixture
congestion for our players, who are majority dual
players. Our intermediate footballers reached the
Quarter final stage of the Football Championship.
We could not overcome the task of defeating the
Kilcoole team in Rathnew. We felt that a little bit of
luck in the second half could have changed this
outcome and hopefully we can go further next
year.

Our Junior Footballers had a great run in their
league campaign as they reached the league final.
Due to the Hurling Championship beginning five
days later, we were not able to compete. However,
by reaching the final we have gained promotion to
Division 3 next year. Once it got to the
championship stage, they lost a few influential
players to the intermediate football team. They
had an exceedingly difficult group with one team
competing in the county final. We hope next year
we can get further in this championship

U19 Football Champions

Senior Adult Hurling Teams

Our senior hurlers reached the Semi-Final stage of
the hurling championship. We just were not good
enough on the day to beat our old foes of Glenealy.
We hope next year we can go further in this
championship as we will hopefully have more
players to come up to the adult teams from our
minor team. We hope that these young players can
strengthen our senior hurling team and we will be
successful next year.

Our Intermediate hurlers were going into the 2022
Hurling Championship as reigning champions. In
2021, we were victorious over Bray Emmets in the
County Final. In 2022, we had a good run in the
group stages. We had beaten Arklow Rocks and
Barndarrig in the group stages and had a draw with
Kilcoole. We were feeling hopeful entering the
Semi- Final stage. However, we met an
extraordinarily strong Bray team who were hoping
to revenge their loss in the county final of 2021.
Normally, a score line of 2-16 would result ina

team being victorious, however, this was not the
case as the Bray team outscored our Intermediate
team. Hopefully, next year we can become the
champions again of the Intermediate Hurling
Championship.



Under 19 Football Champions

In 2021, we were unfortunate in the U19 Football Championship as we narrowly

lost to Michael Hogans.

In 2022, we were victorious in the U19 Football Championship as we won by two
points over a strong St Patricks Wicklow Town team. We have an incredibly
young team with only one player not eligible for this grade in 2023. We were

captained on the day by Tommy Collins.

Congratulations to players and management.

Scor Adult winners

Scor

Carnew Emmets strives to inject Scor culture into
club and county. We have represented Leinster
many times before in the Novelty Act. Since
forming in 2000, we have lost three and won three
Scor All Ireland Finals, our last victory being 2011.
This year we became Leinster and All Ireland
champions in the Novelty group.

Not much has changed in terms of cast members
and top-quality performances. You will see familiar
faces in the picture of our participants in the
victorious Scor picture. These are the faces of the
men and women who have kept Scor alive in
Carnew Emmets for the past two decades. We send
our congratulations to the following members:
Tom Culkin, Tom Darcy, Fergus Kinsella, Christina
Kinsella, John O Hara, James ‘The Bear’ Doran,
Emma Culkin, Aoife and Diarmuid Doran.

Tommy receives
the cup

© Seivr nanbg ¥

BABHTA CEAgMAIS LAIGHEAN

ADH MOR

[Eimdld Charn an Bhua - Althrissoireacht

Scér na nOg:

Abbey Doran comes from an immensely proud
Scér family as her later grandfather, Din Doran,
was a regular feature on the Scér stage
representing his beloved club Carnew Emmets.
Abbey’s aunt and uncle, Aoife and Diarmuid, were
members of the victorious All Ireland Scor novelty

group.

Abbey entered the Recitation category, and she
was victorious in the Leinster and qualified for the
All Ireland stage. She recited a piece composed by
her Great-Auntie, Ettie Kilbride. We send our
congratulations to Abbey and all who contributed
to her success.



Inclusion Camp:

This year, we decided we wanted to ensure that all
members of the community were catered for
within our club. We wanted to esnure that we had
activities for Children with Additional Needs. We
decided we wanted to set up an Inclusion element
to our club. This was a pilot programme that we
wished to establish for our members. A dedicated,
hardworking committee was formed with support
from Clara Jenkinson of Wicklow County Council.
We dedicated every Saturday morning for one hour
from May to September. Our volunteers underwent
extensive training to ensure that every need was
catered for and we ensured that all equipment was
gathered from researching and observaton of this
model in other clubs. We got advice from other
clubs who were running this great initiative in their

clubs within the county. We ensured that fun was
an important aspect as we wanted the children to
return each week. We got great feedback from the
parents to help us to implement any changes to
improve the activities for the children. Their main
objective was to include children that could not
take part in a typical team game assisting them
with ball skills, target practice activities and
games, obstacle course, parachute, and sensory
activities in a safe and fun environment. These
sessions were very much child centred with all
children receiving 1:1 support. Another important
goal for Carnew Emmets was to promote the ethos
of inclusion in our GAA club. We hope to run this
programme again next year, watch out for our
post! We look forward to welcoming everyone back
next year.
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Intermediates/Peil Idirmheanach
Chuil Ui Chionaoith

We once again played out of Roinn IA in the
League this year. The games came thick and fast in
the spring months. Unfortunately, we could not
get the points on the board to ensure our safety
and we will play out of Roinn Il in 2023

The Championship/An Chraobh

The Darcy Sand Intermediate Championship saw
us drawn against old rivals Annacurragh in the first
round. We had beaten them by 4 points in a key
championship fixture in 2021 in Baltinglass. In
early August, we once again decamped to Balto for
the rematch. The game turned out to be
remarkably similar to the 2021 iteration. We led
from start to finish but at the same time could
never quite put Annacurragh to bed. We led 1-3 to
0-8 at the break. The key score was a Conor Doyle
goal which gave us some breathing space. And so
on we marched to Round 2 on a scor deiridh of 1-
13to 2-6.

Round 2 reunited us with more familiar foes-
Eiméid Charn an Bhua — a side who had often and

1997 Jubilee Team and 2002
Intermediate Teams

On Friday night the 25th of November in the
Crablane, we had a great celebration of our historic
victories of 1997 and 2002. In 1997, we won the
Junior B Championship after a replay against
Hollywood. This was a seismic victory for the club
as it was the first championship victory in our
history. The final was won on a scoreline of 1-6 to
0-7.

Coolkenno

narrowly gotten the best of us in recent years.
2020 was the exception there when we pipped
them by a point on our way to the 2020 IFC Final.
The four-point margin of victory in our 2022
Round 2 encounter, then, must count as a
comfortable victory (even if it was anything but!).
The key score of the game was a Liam O’Neill goal.

The quarter-final brought us face-to-face with the
Championship favourites, Eire Og Na Clocha
Liatha. Rathnew was the venue for the early-
September clash. We started well, hitting the first
two scores of the game, and, briefly, we dreamed!
Lamentably, a fortuitous goal got Eire Og into
their stride and before too long, they had built a
sizeable lead. The boys never gave in, however, and
kept plugging away. Eire Og, though, marched on,
on a scor deiridh of 1-14 to 0-6. Our season was
over for another year.

2022 brought the curtain down on the reign of
Steve Cushe who had spent four years, in this his
second spell at the help. Stevie led us to the Roinn
[l title in 2019 and to the Intermediate Final in
2020. Mile buiochas to Stevie for his dedication to
the Coolkenno cause and best wishes in your
future endeavours.

Our 2002 Intermediate Championship victory was
just as significant as it meant we were promoted to
senior ranks for the first time. 20 years ago in
November, we beat the hotly tipped St Patrick’s by
0-11 to 0-9 in the final.

There was a great attendance on the night and all
players and management were honoured with a
special commemorative plaque. The reminiscing
and yarn spinning continued into the small hours
of the Crablane night!



Coolkenno 1997 & 200 Celebrations

Scor na nég & Scor Sinsir together for practices in the Clubhouse under the
tutelage of Rachel Bermingham. Around the same

time, our Trath na gCeist team of Rioghan
O’Callaghan, Sarah Kane, Orlaith Donoghue and
Patrick O'Byrne were formed in an attempt to win
back a title last won in 2019.

Scor made its return this year to Wicklow for the
first time since 2019 and Coolkenno went all in! It
all kicked off in February when our rince foirne
(figure dancing) team of Erika O’Grady, Megan
Weekes, Katie Keegan and Sophie Donohoe got

Coolkenno Scér na nOg Rince Foirne County Cha
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Our rince foirne team practised hard to perfect the
cor ceathrair or four-hand reel and this practice
paid off handsomely on Friday night, March the
11th in Blessington No. 1 School when our fab four
were crowned county champions. Our Trath na
gCeist team were in contention for a long period
but, in the end, were beaten into third place as
Hollywood took the title. Katie Keegan also tried
her hand at Aithriseoireacht (recitation) but was
beaten by Carnew Emmets’ Abbey Doran who
would later go on to be crowned Leinster
Champion, so no shame in that, Katie!

It was up to our rince foirne team to fly the club
flag in the Leinster semi-final in Birr, County Offaly
and fly it they did, qualifying for the Leinster final
along with perennial contenders, Kilcormac/
Killoughey of Offaly. The Leinster Finals took place
in Lordship, County Louth on April the 3rd. The
standard here was extremely high and it was at this
stage the girls’ journey ended — but what a journey
it was. Comhghairdeas mér, a chailini!
Congratulations, girls — ye really put the club on
the map! Mile buiochas to Rachel for her hard work
with the girls.

BN Scor Laighean

Coolkenno Scér na nOg Foireann Rince Foirne

Scér Sinsir took place in Carnew Emmets in late
September. For the first time in many, many years,
we had representation in this event. Margaret
Byrne took part in the Amhranaiocht Aonair (solo-
singing) while Shane Byrne, Rénan Byrne, Brendan
Byrne and Stephen Donoghue formed our Trath na
gCeist team. Margaret sang a beautiful rendition of
Grace but was pipped by Carnew’s Brendan Grant
(bit of a theme of the year — Coolkenno solo
performers being pipped by Carnew!). Our quiz
team repeated the performance of our Scor na
nOg team, finishing third, behind Hollywood and
winners, Blessington.

Coolkenno Scér na nOg
Foireann Trath na gCeist



That ended our Scér participation for the year. It
was great to see such interest in the competitions
in the club this year. Well done to all our
participants this year in both Scér Sinsir and Scor
nanOg. Here’s to more success on the stage in
2023!

Coolkenno GAA c6r Sisir
Trath na gCeist
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Coolkenno Scor Smsnr )
Amhranaiocht Aonair Margaret
Byrne



