


Our nursery team had a great start to their football 

careers! We had almost 40 registered players 

attending from April to October. Every week our 

young players got the chance to learn new football 

skills and develop their fundamental movement 

skills. The boys and girls showed great levels of 

energy and participation thanks to our 

enthusiastic coaches. We look forward to seeing all 

our players back in the new season. 

The U7 boys have worked really hard on their skills all year and have mastered all the basic skills of the 

game, with plenty of bouncing, soloing, hand passing, kick passing, shooting, blocking and tackling to be 

seen in all training and matches. 

We played 12 Friday night Go Games this season, 5 of which we hosted and the other 7 of which were away. 

We played against a variety of clubs from the north east of the county and always had great numbers, 

having an enviable 3 teams competing on almost all occasions. It also must be said that our U7 boys 

brought a comparatively high level of skill to all the Go Games, always ready and willing to display the fruits 

of their labour on the training pitch. In addition to this we played a number of other challenge games, 

including against our own excellent U8 girls team which was a great evenings football, enjoyed by all. 

Some other highlights of the season included an evening of water fun during the summer on which the boys 

took great delight in soaking each other and the coaches, and also our final session of the season in the hall 

on the 21st of October where the boys were each presented with a goody bag, a ball and a certificate. 



It was great to have a year of Gaelic Football free of 

Covid restrictions. We got off to a very cold start in 

March but despite the weather, the U9 boys 

showed their enthusiasm for the game with 

consistently high numbers showing up for training 

and Go Games. Out of the 13 scheduled Go Games, 

2 were cancelled but our U9 boys took part in all 11 

games that went ahead.  

Attendance was excellent throughout the year 

with an average of 24 boys at every Wednesday 

and Friday training session. We often had higher 

numbers for Go Games with 3 teams of 8 or 9 

taking part for most of the games. 

We finished on a high at the end of October with a 

fun night of basketball, treats and a well-deserved 

medal for this great bunch of footballers. 

A big thanks to Lizzy Fanning for sponsoring the 

medals for the boys. Thanks also to Matt and John 

Paul Nolan for presenting the medals on the night. 



2022 was a great year for the lads .  Gaelic football 

was a fantastic outlet for all of us.  We were able to 

commence our training sessions on the field on 

early in March.  It was great to see so many  of the 

lads  happy to be back at training. 

We were fortunate this year to have enough 

players to field 2 u11 teams (36-38 players in total 

varying over the year). Both our teams participated 

in the League.  

They showed remarkable improvement over the 

course of the year and ending the competitive year 

with a fantastic win over an excellent Ashford side 

in Kilcoole on finals night . 



The U13s fielded 2 teams again this year with our 

playing number of 34 split evenly between both 

panels of players. We participated in Div. 1 and Div. 

4 of the U 13 leagues. 

No doubt these players will continue to develop 

their game awareness strategies, support play and 

work rate for 2023. An Tóchar Abú! 

We have 7players attending the U13 Rising Stars 

Garden County Academy programme:  Oscar 

Nolan, Enda Leacy, Jack Gummerson, Luke 

McGillycuddy, Alex Wolohan, Jake McKenna & Joe 

Keeshan.  



We were able to field two teams at this age group 

again in 2022.   

The goal for the year was the continuous 

development of these players – so that they will all 

have the necessary skills, knowledge and 

understanding to facilitate their transition to adult 

teams representing the Club for many years to 

come. These lads have made great strides, with all 

having bright futures. Go n-éirí  go geal leo go léir! 

The Club’s Coaching Officer, Eoghan Marah, was 

always particularly helpful with this group. So too 

were Senior players Conor Short and Peter Byrne –

given their facilitation of exceptionally worthwhile 

sessions that enhanced overall understanding of 

the importance of preparation, hydration, 

recovery, nutrition and S&C 

Our season began in early January this year when 

we put the lads through an 8 week program in our 

gym to give them a taste of S&C training. Thanks 

to adult players, Eoghan, Gavin and Conor for their 

expertise here. 

We took to the field in late February and trained 

once or twice a week from then till the end of 

September. Over the course of the year we played  

a total of 17 games , 4 challenge games, 4 league 

games (winning 3) and 9 championship games . 

For the 5th year in a row we had representation on 

the Co Minors through Éanna , who was involved in 

some great wins over Wexford, Carlow, Laois and 

Longford before eventually losing to Kildare in the 

Leinster semi.  

Josh, Seán and Éanna also represented us on the 

Co under 16s over the summer. 

Special mention for Darragh, one of our most 

committed lads, who had only just recovered from 

one broken bone when he broke the other foot. 

Good luck to the lads moving onto adult football.  

Looking forward to seeing these young lads 

develop as they head into adult football. 



Following on from our success in 2021, winning the 

minor C shield , 2022 was our second year to have 

a stand-alone minor team. The format for 2022 

was 2 minor groups, Group 1, minor A and group 2, 

minor B & C, with Annacurra in group 2. 9 teams 

made up group 2. Each team played each other 

and at the end of the league format, the top 4 

teams were to contest the Minor B championship 

and the bottom 5 to contest the Minor C. 

Annacurra finished in the top 4 and played a very 

strong Rathnew team in the semi-final where we 

eventually lost out by 4 points. Rathnew went on to 

win the Minor B County championship for 2022. 

Michael Dwyers went on to win the shield final, 

beating Annacurra in the final. Overall it was a 

successful year with the lads competing strongly in 

every game and the positive outlook for 2023 is 

that 13 of the panel are still minor next year. A big 

thank you to Vincent O’Flaherty and his team for 

looking after the lads for the year and 

congratulations and good luck to Vincent for his 

role as County minor coach/selector for 2023. 

Annacurra have 9 players on the County minor 

panel for the coming year! Well done lads, the club 

are extremely proud!  

Despite losing the first game of the year in a hail 

storm in Knockananna, this team developed and 

grew as a team as the year progressed.  They 

finished second in the U15B league to a strong 

Bray side. They went unbeaten in the league 

section of the U15B Championship, playing St Pats 

in the final, which they comfortably won by 8 

points in the end. This group played as a team all 

year with different players standing up and giving 

big performances or getting vital scores in 

different games.  They now look forward to the 

prospect of playing Minor A Football in 2024, a 

massive achievement for this group of players. 

Congratulations lads on another successful year. 

Panel: Daniel Byrne, Evan Byrne, Stewart Davey, 

Cameron Delaney, Cian Delaney, Dillon Doyle, 

George Doyle, Cillian Duffy, Daniel Duffy, TJ Hynes, 

Ryan Jordan, Cormac Kavanagh, Se Killoran, Adam 

Lifely, Liam Molloy, Kyle Moules, Rhyan Moules, 

John O’Reilly, Ross Weld, Jack Wollohan.  Coaches:

Brian Moran & Declan Byrne. 



Annacurra Under 13 Football team played in the B 

competition in 2022. As we were tight on numbers 

from our panel, the final squad was a mixed age 

group that blended well and 

worked extra hard with an extremely high level of 

determination and grit. The team had a 

very rewarding League campaign winning 9 out of 

10 games topping the table with 18 

points. The trophy was presented to Captain on the 

day Dillon Doyle in Eire Og. 

The league stage of the Championship was again 

super successful with 6 wins from 6 games taking 

the team to the Final on Oct 8th in Balinakill 

Centre of Excellence. The opposition was a very 

competitive Michael Dwyer`s who fought back in 

the 2nd half to bring the game to extra time. Two 

goals in this period proved the difference and with 

a final score of Annacurra 3-9 v Michael Dwyer’s 1-

8, the Championship trophy was presented by Pat 

Dunne to joint Captains on the day Dillon Doyle 

and Ross Weld, while Daniel Duffy picked up the 

Player of the Match award. Well done to all on a 

well-deserved result and a highly rewarding season 

of football. Panel: Dillon Doyle, Ross Weld, Daniel 

Duffy, Keith O`Reilly, Leon White, Benjamin Horan-

Flynn, Alex Penston, Michael Lacey, Brodie 

O`Sullivan, Cillian Maher, Daniel Dolan, Dean 

Byrne, Cian Ward, Eoghan Byrne, Sean Byrne, Sam 

Nolan, Caleb Horan, Billy Hynes, Patrick Doyle. This 

team were coached by Joe Dolan, Tony Doyle and 

Rachael McGrane. 

Another great year of football for the Under 11s in 

2022. Our first year back without COVID 

Restrictions for 3 seasons, still saw us missing a 

few players with the dreaded bug over the course 

of the season, but that aside, it was great to back 

in full flow. We’ve all heard of a game of two 

halves, but we decided to extend that to a ‘Season 

of two halves’, with the early matches providing 

plenty of close calls, but wins hard to come by. 

That said, we were, as always, competitive 

throughout, which gave us some hope as the 

Summer holidays kicked in. And that’s exactly what 

happened, as we went on a great winning streak 



which stayed with us all the way to our final in 

Ballinakill. Unfortunately, a strong Kiltegan team 

didn’t read the script, and after a titanic battle 

which saw us leading for three quarters of the 

game, we were pipped at the post. Heartbreak for a 

group who gave it all for coaching team of Philip 

Doyle, Gareth Cullen and Jon Hynes every time they 

took the field. It was great to get a couple of run 

outs on the county ground in Aughrim also this 

year, which we did at the half time intervals in the 

Leinster Senior Championship between Wicklow 

and Laois, and also for our own Intermediate Final 

against Eire Og, in October. The latter was a great 

experience, and we have no doubt that these boys 

and girls will get plenty of days out on that sod for 

Annacurra and Wicklow in the years to come. 

Finally, in a small club, multi-tasking is always 

needed, and that requirement extends to juveniles 

too! It was a fabulous experience for 6 of our squad 

to play up “on loan” to our Championship-winning 

U13 Team, and also for all the girls who blazed a 

trail through the Under 12 LGFA Ranks this year. 

We are immensely proud of them all, and can’t wait 

to get back out in 2023. 

We had another exceptional year with the under 

9s. Every Wednesday night we had huge numbers 

at training and all were willing to listen, learn and 

have fun!  The improvements in skills showed at all 

the blitzes where the under 9s excelled at every 

match. From the first blitz in early April we always 

had 2 full teams ready to perform for Annacurra 

and some days we had 3, which is phenomenal for 

our little club. A huge thanks to the parents for 

bringing the kids every week and thanks to the 

kids for being so well behaved and eager to learn. It 

was a pleasure to train the kids each week. Looking 

forward to 2023 season. Panel: Kyle Byrne, Oscar 

Byrne, Pippa Byrne, Lauren Byrne, Kate Marie 

Clune, Daniel Corr, Ben Dolan, Noah Donegan, 

Arrabella Doyle, Henry Doyle, TJ Doyle, Amelia 

Farrell, Michéal Farrell, Esme Hannay, Alfie Horan, 

Asher Horan, Freddie Horan, Foster Horan Flynn, 

Patrick Lacey, Callum McNamara, Mia Moules, Sam 

Moules, Jake Murphy, Saoirse Murphy, Evie O'Brien, 

Annie O'Flaherty, Zach O'Toole, Ella Short, Alex 

Ward, Zola White, Oscar Whitty and Dylan Williams 

The under 7’s started back training in early April 

with a great turnout of players wanting to play for 

the Green and Gold of Annacurra. There were over 

30 players involved in the team for 2022 season, a 

fantastic turn out for our small club and is a credit 

to the club and this community spirt. The clubs aim 

for the year was to introduce the team to the basic 

skills of football: to focus on their development, 

while making it entertaining for the team to enjoy 

playing football, and to encourage them to return 

and represent the Club. The kids played numerous 

matches throughout the season against Aughrim, 

Coolboy/Shillelagh, Tinahely and Ballymanus just 

to name a few. Great excitement and fun were had 

by all the players with everyone getting game time 

in all the matches. It’s just the start for these young 

kids journey playing for Annacurra, and the future 

looks bright for the club. To all parents and 

supporters, we would encourage you to help 

develop the boys and girls skills by practising with 

them, when possible, over the long winter months 

and the enjoyable summer evenings. These 

exercise sessions will help develop their skills 

further and into quality footballers in time to 

come. I would also encourage parents to help more 

and to get involved in coaching. Having more help 

will develop the kids into better players. A special 

thanks to all our coaches for all their help 

throughout the year and hopefully will see 

everyone again next year. Panel: Chloe Aylward, 

Cormac Bailey, Saoirse Bailey, Brodie Burke, Ciara 

Byrne, Danny Byrne, Eoghan Byrne, Maurice Byrne, 



Max Byrne, Thomas Carey, Charlie Corr, Sammy Donegan, Darragh Doyle, Doireann Doyle, Fiach Doyle, 

Nicholas Doyle, Rian Finn, Frazer Horan, Jake McNamara, Stephen Moran, Alice O’Brien, Mike O’Brien, Sean 

O’Flaherty, Tom O’Flaherty, Adam Short, Jack Siron, Edward Walker, Noah Ward, Jacob Smyth and Sara Weld 

This was another great year for our newest 

members of Annacurra GAA. Week on week there 

was a great turnout with huge enthusiasm and 

excitement to learn the basics of football.  It was 

wonderful to see their confidence grow as the 

weeks passed, and by the end of the year huge 

improvements were made by every single player. 

They loved to participate in all the games, but the 

clear winner each week was the foxes and chickens 

game! They all enjoyed being part of our clubs 

presentation day and especially the parade! It was 

lovely to see them all kitted out in their new club 

tops. We look forward to welcoming them back 

next year for more fun and games. Eoghan Byrne, 

Denis Byrne, Anna Byrne, Noah Byrne, Laragh 

Conway, Tadgh Doyle, Tommy Cuddihy, Oisin 

Finucane, Sophia Mullane, Billy Joe Murphy, Aine 

O’Brien, Penny Redmond and Sammy Donegan 



2022 was a great year for AGB. Our U7, U8 and U9s 

all took part in multiple blitzes throughout the 

County. 

At U11 we entered 2 teams, U11 Group 3 U11 

group 1 competed well In this group 

We entered 2 U13 teams, an U12 team and an U13 

team 

Our U12s took part in the 12s player pathway and 

the U13 c championship which they came out 

winners in the final. 

U13s A had their best season ever. They finished up 

U13 A winners. This team finished second in the 

league to Blessington.  

U15s again AGB entered 2 teams in this group. We 

fielded for all our fixtures in the 14s Player pathway 

league coming away with 2nd place. This team also 

fielded a team in the U15 D league. This league 

seen a lot of disruption to fixtures due to other 

teams been unable to field on the fixture night but 

we always obliged to a change to get matches for 

the lads. This team finished up runners- up in this 

group. They then headed into the U15s c 

Championship and again lost out to Blessington in 

the final. 

U.15 A. This group of lads were victorious in the 

Wicklow Feile and were selected to represent our 

county at the Regional Feile.  AGB U15 A team 

made it to the semi-finals of the regional feile and 

were unfortunately knock out at this stage. We 

finished 3rd in our championship group. We played 

Eire -óg in the Shield final and narrowly lost out by 

2 pts to become U15 A shield final winners. 

AGB Minors enjoyed a very successful season this 

year competing in the Player Pathway Minor A 

Competition and succeeding in topping the group. 

They also competed in the Minor A League and 

rivalled through this competition unbeaten. 

Moving on to the Championship they succeeded in 

beating the reigning champions St Nic’s in the 

semi-final before progressing to a tough battle 

against Aughrim in the final and to be crowned 

Minor A Champions for 2022. The last time this 

was won by AGB was in 2016. This has been a 

tremendous achievement for the club and we look 

forward to defending this title next year. 

Robert Joyce. 

The U17 AGB team members   

Aaron O‟Brien, Brian Hurley, Conor Healy, Gordon 

Prestige, Jack Flusk, Kyle Kelly, Niall O‟Donovan, 

Paidi Kavanagh, Mossy O‟Reilly, Killian Brehony, 

Denis O‟Reilly, Patrick Shaw, Luke McGrath, 

Padraig Kelly, Mikey Kinsella, Adam O‟Leary, Jack 

Mullen, Fenn Wolohan, Joe Kindlon, Paul Moore, 

Eabhan Kinch, Sean O‟Neill, Shane Monaghan, 

Ryan Scanlon, Jack Breen, Callum Dempsey, 

Tiernan Gahan & Kyle Mills. 





Coach:  Philip Byrne 

What a year for our under seven hurlers. The 

enthusiasm and enjoyment shared with this bunch 

of young hurlers was a joy to behold. The year 

started with a trip to Carnew for the first Go Games 

of the year and I would like to thank all the parents 

who travelled and supported the teams throughout 

the year. All year you could see the improvement in 

skill in the team and the future is bright for the 

club if these boys continue to progress with their 

hurling. I want to thank all the support we received 

whether it was on the road or at home in Parnell 

Park. 

Coach:  Ciaran Mellon, Paul Guilfoyle Supervisor:  Kim 

O’Leary 

The Rocks U9 boys have had a superb season. 

Attendance at training was admirable. Week in week 

out these boys turned up with great commitment and 

a fantastic attitude towards their training. This young 

group of Rocks hurlers listened intently to instruction, 

took on board advice and developed their skills. The 

fruits of their efforts were clear for all to see as they 

demonstrated their skills on the pitches across the 

county. As the season progressed our numbers 

increased and we were delighted to be in a position to 

field two teams at the blitzes. The future of the Rocks 

is bright with this young team of determined, skilful 

hurling stars.  



The U10 boys competed in the U10 Player Pathway league. This league consisted of 7 teams from across the 

county. The boys put in superb performances in all matches and as a result they finished on top on the 

league after having an unbeaten campaign. Their team spirit was admirable, every boy encouraging and 

supporting each other both on and off the pitch. A talented young team who produced some very stylish 

hurling. They are already looking forward to next season. 



Coach: Philip Byrne 

What a year for our U11 Team. They had only one 

loss all year to Carnew in Carnew and this was by 

the narrowest of margins. From the start of the 

year, early March, there was always a good turnout 

for training. By the end of the season, you could 

see the results from all the hours the lads had put 

in with a huge improvement in first touch and skill 

level. The fixtures came thick and fast for this 

group and they always rose to occasion putting in 

some fine performances whether it was at home in 

Parnell Park or away. They topped the group with 

only one loss and faced their strongest opponents, 

Carnew, in the final on the 24th of September in 

Ballinakill Centre of Excellence. 

This match was the culmination of all the evenings 

in the field training and at home pucking a ball 

around. The hours and hours of practice with hurl 

and sliothar finally paid off with one of the best 

games of hurling played all year in this 

competition. Carnew were on fire and had some 

great young hurlers playing to win on the day but 

unfortunately for them it was to be the Rocks day. 

From goalkeeper to substitutes everyone put in a 

huge effort and roared on by a huge support the 

Rocks were victorious. The cup was presented by 

Wicklow Hurling Officer Owen Doyle to joint 

captains for the day Senan Byrne and Sean 

Kavanagh. 



Coach: Philip Byrne 

A tough year for this group of hurlers. Most of this 

team were still eligible to play u11 hurling this year 

and the step up in age level showed when we lined 

out against the top teams in Wicklow. The one 

thing that these bunch of players did not lack in 

was effort and determination and they never gave 

up all year. When Eire Og Greystones, who were at 

the same level as us, pulled out their team after the 

league part of the season it left the Rocks as the 

whipping boys of the A Group. That did not deter 

the Rocks and the fought and challenged every 

team that they lined out against. But alas it was 

not to be our year at this age. 

A huge thank you to all the lads that took to the 

field and represented the club, we are all extremely 

proud of ye. A big thank you to our New Jersey 

sponsor ‘First Choice Pharmacy’ and Sarah Duffy 

as the lads. 



Coach:  Jason Redmond, Liam Murphy, Sean Pierce, 

Bill Connors 

What a year this has been! As a team we started 

training hard in the bleak winter months!! We went 

from muck and slop to indoor halls no matter what 

we had the full team training and training hard. It is 

no surprise or accident that this group blended and 

achieved so much this year. 

We started out the league and got a number of 

wins under our belt, going through our league 

group unbeaten. We progressed to the final where 

we played Carnew. Trailing at half time by a point, 

we upped our game second half and drove over the 

line and were convincing winners to take home the 

cup. 

We took part in the Féile competition in Ballinakill. 

A quick-fire competition of shortened length 

games with the emphasis on participation. We 

started off against Luke O’Tooles, a tough game 

with both teams battling so hard and could not be 

separated. We then went on to have wins against 

bray, St Pats and Carnew! We were pitted against 

western geals. We saved the best until last and ran 

out convincing winners,  

We went on to represent Wicklow in the Feile in 

county Meath. The experience although we did not 

win was amazing. The fundraising, the matching 

gear, the buzz around it cannot ever be replaced.  

Lastly the championship was played in league 

format providing ten games in league stage! We 

got stronger as a team and we are building as a 

unit. We went through the league stage unbeaten 

and topped the group. We beat Carnew in the 

semi-final and were pitted against Bray Emmets in 

the county final. Thankfully, the county board 

acknowledged how good these players are and 



provided us with the stage we deserved, the 

county pitch in Aughrim. 

It was a massive occasion, as always, our faithful 

contingent arrived in their hundreds. The game 

itself was a tough and skilful display of hurling 

from both sides. With 8 minutes to go it looked like 

Bray were on the way to a great win, 5pts up and 

going well. Everyone outside the camp thought we 

were beaten, not our day. BUT these boys have 

massive self-belief and a never give up attitude 

instilled in them. True to their word they scored 2.1 

in the dying minutes to claim the u15A 

championship. An amazing day that will live on in 

the memories for ever. 

The was a year of triumph for these young men. A 

year filled with memories, happiness and success.  

A special thanks to the amazing team at Inver 

Bathrooms who back this team year in year out 

through their generous sponsorship. We are never 

left wanting, thank you. 

One further thanks you the community and 

business community of Arklow. Your generosity 

made 50+ kids extremely happy as they headed off 

to Feile not wanting for nothing. 

So, here is to next year when we move on to the 

minor grade, Carrig Parnell Abú! 





Plenty of GoGames action kept our u7 and u9 

teams busy this year! Numbers were excellent once 

again and anyone watching on when these lads are 

in action will know first hand just how much they 

enjoy their football. We hope they will all return 

next year and we would encourage anyone looking 

to give it a go to come along at the start of next 

year as this is still the perfect age grade to get 

involved. We thank the coaches for their 

tremendous effort with the lads, it has been great 

to see them develop so much this year. 



Our under 11 boys showed great growth and 

improvement under the coaching of Jem, David 

and John this year with some of the senior players 

joining in along the way. The lads had plenty of 

games this year and were always competitive and 

playing with smiles on their faces. Some of these 

lads have been together since nursery which is 

great to see. Well done to all involved on a great 

year at under 11. 

Our under 13 boys finished off their year with 

victory in the championship plate final V Kilcoole 

on a score line of 2-08 to 2-05. Conor and Ian did a 

great job with the lads this year and it showed in 

their performances on the pitch. Their is great 

camaraderie within this bunch of lads and we hope 

they will continue to improve and grow in the Black 

and Amber jersey over the coming years. Well done 

to all involved.  



Our under 15 Pearse Gaels side capped off a great 

year with a win in a nail biting championship shield 

final against Aughrim. Pearse Gaels came out on 

top on the night on a score line of 2-07 to 3-07.  

The lads show great team work all year so it was 

great that they didn’t end the year empty handed. 

Well done to all the players and coaches and we 

hope that many of these lads will feature in the 

Black and Amber at adult level in the not too 

distant future. 



Pearse Gael’s were victorious in the Minor C 

championship final after extra time by the finest of 

margins beating Kilcoole 1-16 to 4-06. This win 

made it back to back championships for some of 

these players who won the u15 championship last 

year. It is great to have so many younger lads 

making up the numbers and they will be ones to 

watch again in next years championship. Well done 

to all players and coaches. A special mention for 

Lee Fitzpatrick as he has been with this group since 

GoGames and has taken them all the way up 

through the age grades. Lee finishes with the lads 

this year so we thank him for all his efforts over the 

years. 



Aughrim Juvenile Gaa Club were looking forward to the 
2022 season with fresh hope and excitement, Covid was 
still around but it would be taking a back seat and clubs 
would finally get to play a full GAA programme of 
fixtures for a change. Our all-conquering U15 team of 
2020 were now Minors and we waited with bated breath 
to see how they would get on. 

The 2022 season kicked off at the end of March and 
would play right through to November. Between hurling 
and football, the club would have over 135 games to 
play. Nobody thought to factor in summer holidays and 
Aughrim along with all the other clubs in the County 
struggled at times to field teams in the months of July 
and August as parents made a break to sunnier shores. 
The club just got on with it, as they do and with games 
being moved here and there, we all got through the very 
busy GAA season.  

The club continued with its recruitment of young 
players with close on 30 kids signing up to the Academy 
squad this year. It was fantastic to see these young kids 
learning the skills of football for the first time and great 

credit must go to the coaches who took on this 
unenviable task. Damien Cullen and Denise Kavanagh 
were the lead coaches with support from a number of 
parents. 

Our U7 & U9 Go Games Football squad continues to 

have huge numbers too with over 30 kids registered at 
U7 and just under the 30 mark at U9, again it was great 
to see these young players develop their skills 
throughout the year and for once they had plenty of 
blitzes to host or attend – 13 in all. Billy Byrne, Clare 
Fanning, Stephen Fanning, Ian McDonald, William 
Byrne, Richard Keegan and Laura Stearn along with a 
number of parents helped in the coaching of these 2 
groups, and they were certainly stretched to their limits. 
Laura took time out to have a baby, so big 
congratulations to her and as I write this article Stephen 
Fanning is recovering from a serious accident and the 
club as a whole wish him all the best in his long and slow 
recovery. 

Our U7 & U9 Go Games Hurling Squads had a busy year 
too with 13 blitzes, by all accounts the hurling standard 



from our young players was good and this was surely as 
a result of all the help from the coaches and helpers we 
had throughout the year including:  Alan Byrne, Shane 
O’ Loughlin, Philip Doyle, Pat Byrne, Peter Clancy, 
Darren Mooney, Peter Quigley, Dan Myers, David Whitty 
and Shane Clancy. The U9 team took part in the West 
Wicklow U9 Feile in November, and came home 
celebrating after winning the event, a nice little 
achievement for the team at this very early stage. 
Hurling continues throughout the winter in the Sports 
Complex and numbers continue to rise, long may it 
continue. As we move up in the ages, competition 
begins to seep in.  

The U10 Player Pathway football team had success in 
their league taking on teams from Laragh, Shillelagh/
Coolboy, Chill Bhride, Tinahely & Coolkenno, to top their 
league table. Another nice achievement for these group 

of player and coaches. Panel: Odhran Rice, Eamon O’
Byrne, Ross O’ Brien, Lucas Doyle, Danny Byrne, Oisin 
Wilson, Max Holden, Jamie O’ Connor, Jack Henry, Evan 
O’ Brien, Liam Byrne, Isaac Brennan, Iarla Gunning, Sean 
Kavanagh, Dylan Stephenson, Callum Moran Fitzpatrick, 
Muireann Galvin. Coaches; Declan O’ Brien, Derek 
Kavanagh, John Gunning 

The U11 football team started their season with a home 
game to Avondale and finished off the year with a mini-
festival final in Ballinakill. In a very competitive league, 
with lots of evenly matched teams, these boys and girls 
won 9 of their games and lost 5, finishing 3rd in the 
league, the Mini festival final culminated in a heart 
breaking 1 point defeat. Nevertheless, the team had a 
great year, and they are definitely a team to keep an 
eye on for the future. Panel: Matthew Cullen, Kate 
McElhinney, Grace Sheehy, Lughaidh Kirwan, Fiach 



Morris, Daniel Byrne, Tom Byrne, Darragh Lambert, Evan 
O Brien, Liam Byrne, Sean Kavanagh, Danny Byrne, 
Eamonn O Byrne, Lucas Doyle, Isaac Brennan, Jack 
Henry, Max Holden, Ross O Brien, Odhran Rice, Jamie O 
Connor, Iarla Gunning, Oisin Wilson. Coaches Paul 
Cullen, Declan O Brien, Niall Byrne and Derek Kavanagh. 

The U12 Player Pathway team began their campaign in 
April and finished up in September and included games 
against Coolkenno, Shillelagh/Coolboy, St Kevins and 

Cill Bride, the idea was to give more game time to U12 
players who were part of the U13 panel, and by and 
large this worked with the addition of some U11 players, 
the team played well and were competitive throughout 
their campaign. Panel: Kyle Keegan, Josh Keogh, Sean 
Byrne, Tom Clancy, Peadar Keegan, Cayden Fluskey, 
Matthew Cullen, Darragh Lambert, Daniel Byrne, Grace 
Sheehy, Kate McElhinney, Fiach Morris, Lughaidh 
Kirwan, Evan O Brien, Liam Byrne, Sean Kavanagh, Iarla 
Gunning, Jamie O Connor. Coaches: Paul Cullen, Niall 
Byrne, John Gunning.  



The U13 football team played in the Div. 3 league and 
had a tough season, they did well early on and were 
really competitive, but as they lost players to injury and 
the holiday season, they struggled to field a team at 
times, in the end they finished up around mid-table in 
the league, which by all accounts was very good 
considering their struggles. The lads kept going and 
regrouped for the final few games of the year where 
they got their just reward for their efforts with a 
fantastic 3-point victory over Newtown in the C Plate 
Final. Well done to all. Panel: Padraic Lambert, Darragh 
O’ Byrne, Harry McElhinney, Jake Martin, Austin Downes, 
Ross Keenan, Oisin Fanning, Sean Byrne, Aedan Dixon, 
Daniel Fitzgerald, Kyle Keegan, Tom Clancy, Peader 
Keegan, Sean Byrne, Cayden Fluskey, Josh Keogh, 
Matthew Cullen. Coaches: Rory McElhinney, Sean 
Keenan and JP Byrne  

The U15 Football team had the potential to do well this 
year, they started off the year winning Group 4 of the 
Feile and then narrowly lost out to St Kevin’s for a 
chance to represent Wicklow at the Regional Feile finals, 
but that was as good as it got. The team had a great 
chance to win the Div. 3 league but with a loss to Pearse 
Gaels in the penultimate game in the league they lost 
their chance. The team moved on to the Championship 
and with a good win over Pearse Gaels in a return match 
and Clara Gaels they were through to the semi-final. 
Kilcoole now stood in their way, after a closely fought 
game and with Aughrim 2 point up with time up, 
Kilcoole managed to work the ball up the field and get in 
for a goal. Game over Kilcoole were through and 
Aughrim were out, their consolation was a shield final 
against Pearse Gaels. A 3rd game against Pearse Gaels, 
saw Pearse Gaels take the honours and the Shield. 
Aughrim gave away a few soft scores early on and were 
down 3-07 to 0-5 with 12 minutes remaining when they 
finally started to play the football we knew they were 
capable of. 2-02 in the space of 8 minutes and Pearse 
Gaels were clutching at straws with time still on the 

clock. Aughrim kept pressing for the equaliser, but it 
wasn’t to be and Pearse’s held out for victory. All-in-all it 
was a season that could have delivered a lot more but 
sadly on this occasion it didn’t, we were missing players 
at vital times during the season and as a result just 
came up short. Panel: Pierce Carroll, Ross Keenan, Conor 
Wilson, Mikey Keogh, Darragh Rice, Ryan Kinsella, John 
Fanning, Cormac Sheridan, James Lambert Colm 
McGuckian, Marc O’ Shea, Sean Byrne, Aaron Mooney, 
Aaron Kavanagh, Peter Toomey, Ryan Whelan, Oisin 
Fanning, Padraig Lambert, Darragh O’ Byrne. Coaches;
Sean O’ Shea, Neil Carroll 

Getting back to the 
Minor football team, 
what a season, they 
may have come up 
just short at the 
death, but they left a 
lot of people happy 
with their attitude 
and commitment 
throughout the year. 
With so many players 
on the County Minor 
squad the team was 
unable to take part in 
the Minor player 
pathway league, a 
league that is used by 
clubs to prepare for 
the league/
championship proper. So going into the league/
championship the team was already on the back foot, 
not having played together for a while. To add salt to the 
wound their first game was against championship 
favourites, AGB. Aughrim were clearly ring rusty in this 
game and came up short loosing out by 5 points. They 
played An Tochar next, in Aughrim and after a good 
start were able to see the game out for a good victory, 
St Kevin’s, St Nick’s and Baltinglass were next on the 
chopping black before Bray came calling. Aughrim had a 



good start in this game and were ahead early on but 
when Bray got in for 3 unanswered goals Aughrim knew 
they were in for a game, a few positional changes 
stemmed the tide and Aughrim slowly and methodically 
got back into the game to just about even it up before 
the final whistle. It was a stark reminder to the squad 
that this Championship wasn’t going to be easy. St Pats 
were dispatched easily enough, but Blessington gave 
the lads another reminder of the difficulty in winning 
this championship by beating them up in Blessington. 
Aughrim then gave up home advantage to beat Eire Og 
in Greystones to finish runners up in the League. A 
mouth-watering tie against Bray awaited them in the 
Championship Semi-final, or at least awaited the 
supporters. 

On 15th Oct in Roundwood, we were all treated to a 
fabulous game of football. Aughrim raced in to a 2-04-
to-0–3-point lead after 20 mins but they were pulled 
back to a 3-point lead at half time as Bray took control 
for a time. Scores were hard to come by in the 2nd half 
with Aughrim only adding 0-2 to Bray’s 0-5 to leave it all 
square on full time 2-06 to 1-09, but the intensity was 
all there in this remarkable game. Bray was in the 
ascendancy early in extra time, but it was all square 
again at 2-09 apiece at half time in extra time, but this 
was when Aughrim’s true character and ability to win 
shone through, they took the game by the scruff of the 
neck, battled with everything they had and got the 
scores to win the battle, final score 3-10 to 2-10. 
Aughrim Minors had made history by being the first 
Aughrim Minor football team to reach the A 
Championship final. This was an achievement in itself;
our small village team took on the large town teams or 
amalgamated teams and had shone through to set up a 
County Final date with AGB. Eugene, Eoin & Richie left 
no stone unturned as they prepared for the final and the 
lads were ready to do battle one more time. 

On Sun 30th Oct in the County Grounds and in front of a 
large attendance the “Battle of Aughrim” began. AGB 
were hot favourites with nobody but the Aughrim 
supporters giving Aughrim a chance. The game was 
very tactical from the start with both teams afraid to 
make a mistake. Possession was key and both teams did 
their utmost to keep ball and work through for a score. 

This suited AGB early on as they started tagging on 
points, but in fairness to Aughrim they were a very 
capable side and kept in touch with some smart 
breakaway play, it was neck and neck at the 20 min 
mark at 0-04 to 0-04 when AGB struck for a very good 
goal. This goal was the tonic AGB needed, and they 
added another 0-03 before Aughrim clicked back in to 
gear with 0-2 of their own to leave it 1-07 to 0-06 at the 
break, with all to play for. AGB came out strong for the 
2nd half and stretched the lead out to 1-09 to 0-06 after 
just 10 minutes. But we knew our lads weren’t going to 
throw in the towel, a very well worked goal on 12 
minutes gave them the impetus they needed, they drove 
at AGB now and with 0-2 further points, it was a 1-point 
game with still 10 + injury time to play. Play was frantic 
and furious, it ebbed and flowed for the next while with 
no team giving an inch, but AGB had the luck. Aughrim 
had their chance they closed in on the AGB goal, they 
shot once, saved, a second time, saved and the 3rd time 
unfortunately the shot was blasted wide and AGB were 
off the hook. Aughrim needed that goal to take the lead 
and possibly the championship. AGB scored next to 
stretch the lead to 2 points with Aughrim’s only reply a 
solitary point. Final score 1-10 to 1-09 and it was AGB’s 
day. 

But what a rollercoaster ride. This team has given the 
club so much to cheer about over the years inside and 
outside the county and hopefully they will do the same 
when they join the adult ranks. Let’s just say for now, 
Thanks for the memories. 

Mark Shannon, Oisin Keegan, Mark Murphy, Finn Byrne, 
Leo Byrne, Joe McGuckian, Dermot Toomey, Cameron 
Byrne, Alex Kavanagh, Corey O’ Toole Charlie O’ Connor, 
Layton O’ Neill, Alex Parle Evans, Conaill O’ Brien, Jack 
Byrne, Sam Healy, Lorcan Toomey, Cian Keogh, Ryan 
Kinsella, Colm McGuckian, Conor Wilson, John Fanning. 
Coaches; Eugene O’ Brien, Eoin Forsyth, Richard Keegan. 



On the County scene, the club was honoured to have 
Eugene managing the County Minor team this year. The 
team was backboned by so many Aughrim players –
Mark Shannon, Leo Byrne, Finn Byrne, Joe McGuckian, 
Oisin Keegan and Alex Kavanagh and gave the County a 
lot to cheer about early in the year, before coming 
unstuck against a fine Kildare team in the Leinster Semi-
final. Conaill O’ Brien and Jack Byrne advanced well with 
the County U16 squad during 2022 and have now been 
joined by Cian Keogh and Sam Healy as they try out for 
the 2023 County Minor panel.  Ryan Kinsella, Marc O’
Shea and Colm McGuckian represented the club on the 
County U15 development team, while Sean Byrne and 
Pierce Carroll worked their wonders at U14 level. 

The reports on our U11, U13 and U15 hurling teams can 
be found in the Luke O’ Toole’s section of this yearbook 
but it is right to mention here that Alex Kavanagh won a 
Celtic Challenge medal when the County minors hurlers 
beat Laois after a replay this year. We also had 9 players 
on the U15 development squad and 4 players on the 
U14 Squad. Alex Kavanagh along with Dermott and 
Lorcan Toomey played a big part in the Glen/Pats side 
that won the Minor A Hurling Championship this year, 
so a big shout out to these lads for their dual efforts. 

We would like to acknowledge James Lambert, one of 
our talented U15 dual players who brought home All-
Ireland success this year at the Fleadh Ceoil, well done 
James. James with his brothers, Padraic and Darragh 
also won the Wicklow Scòr na Nòg and Leinster Scòr na 
Nòg before losing out narrowly at the All-Ireland Scòr 
Finals in Killarney earlier in the year. Such talented 
members of the club on and off the field, and with 
Cormac and Fiach following up quickly behind, these 5 
young lads will surely keep the flag flying for the club 
for many years to come. 

Once again credit must go to all our coaches for their 
commitment and dedication and all the work, they put 
in with coaching the children. Without their help we 
wouldn’t have a club, so thank you. 


