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2023 SEASON
2023 was an incredibly enjoyable year for our club 
and one in which we fielded two adult teams again 
and also teams at all underage grades. 

This year we had a senior management team of Tom 
Cremin, Eoin O Neill and Micheal O Toole, Eoin was 
club trainer for both adult teams. Elisha Foley and 
Tania Wynne again managing the junior camogie 

team.  Fielding two adult teams for a village and club 
our size is an achievement we are very proud of and 
we recognise the hard work of our management 
teams in getting the numbers out to field two teams.  
The Senior and Junior panels and management gave 
us a super day out on the 22nd October in Arklow 
where both teams won their finals, the Junior team 
fighting till the end to defeat Ballinacor and our 
Senior team who beat Bray Emmets in two great 
matches that went down to the wire. Both teams had 
their eyes on bigger prizes this year, but it was great 
to finish the year on a high.  

The club thanks each management team for the work 
they have put in with teams this year, giving up their 
time to train these young girls. It is an absolute joy 
to walk into the field on a Wednesday in particular, 
to see so many young girls out training, making 
friends and enjoying themselves. 

On the development front, works have continued 
from last year with the GAA and Camogie 
development team continuing their great work. In 
addition to the new Astro pitch and walkway, this 

year they have refurbished the gym, changing rooms 
and toilets, added a new meeting room with kitchen/
shop, lift to gym, new lights to pitch, new nets at 
either end of the field and mural on wall. We would 
like to congratulate all involved in this project and 
wish them continued success.  In the coming months, 
the main focus of both ourselves and the GAA in 
terms of fundraising will be the upcoming Lip Sync 
Battles to be held in February.  This is set to be the 
event of the year in our community, together with 
all the fundraisers leading up to it.  We know our 
great community will get behind each act and raise 
much needed funds, together with making great 
memories along the way.

Another highlight of the year was the 50 year 
celebrations, commemorating the wins of both the 
Kiltegan football and camogie teams of 1973.  This 
was held in St Tegan’s Hall in August and was a 
fantastic night, with both the Camogie and GAA 
award recipients being overwhelmed and so 
appreciative of everything on the night.  
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Congratulations
Must also go to Sophie Bermingham and Faye 
Corrigan as part of the Wicklow team who won the 
Nancy Murray Cup, a fantastic achievement for 
Wicklow and our two club girls.

Under 6
We had 21 girls playing in this age group.  They 
thoroughly enjoyed the year with games and fun 
along the way.

Under 8
The U8 Camogie Group had a very positive year, with 
up to 20 girls training each week, The girls worked 
hard on learning new skills each week and bringing 
them in to the blitzs, that we competed in over the 
summer, The girls always showed up with a positive 
attitude and gave every game their all while having 
fun, The team has progressed in each aspect of the 
game and in every blitz the girls grew in confidence.

Under 10
2023 has been a very good year for our clubs u10’s, 
with 22 players in this group. We had a very good 

turnout at training sessions throughout the year 
with approx. 16-18 girls training each Wednesday. 

Go Games started quite late this year with the first 
Go Games of the year on Saturday May 20th. This year 

also saw the return of Go Games played in Ballinakill 
on Wednesday evenings with 3 on during the year. 

We also participated in a country wide blitz on 
camogie All Ireland Finals Day, followed by a trip to 
Croke Park for the All Ireland Camogie finals. We 
were hosted by Lucan Sarsfields where we played the 
hosts as well as teams from Craanford, Co. Wexford 
and Carnlough, Co. Antrim. The girls played some 
great camogie on the day and had a great day at the 
blitz and finals, not even the weather could dampen 
their spirits.

We ended our year with a final Go Games in 
Ballinakill on Saturday September 23rd.

Under 12
We have had an enjoyable year as part of the u12 
camogie team this year. We had a panel of 22 girls.

The girls have been very committed to training, 
thanks to their great attitude.  Our U12 girls have 
improved immensly as the season progressed.

Under 14
This year we started training on the 18th of January 
on the Astro pitch with 18 girls with numbers 
growing throughout the year and finishing with a 
panel of 24. 

We had a poor start to the year when it came to the 
league.   After that we were out in the championship 
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a few weeks later and the feeling amongst the team 
was good. We started off with a win and for the rest 
of the year, they remained unbeaten and are now 2023 
under 14 B Camogie champions of Wicklow which 
didn’t come easy. The final was played on 28th August 
and was tight the whole way with a replay looking 
lightly with both teams tied at 2-4 in the dying 
minutes. A free in for Kiltegan was the last puck of 
the game which was sweetly struck by Aoife Boland 
and to the delight of all our players and supporters 
it hit the net with the game finishing Kiltegan 3-4 
Knockananna 2-4. Aine Goggin (captain) accepted the 
cup on behalf of this great team. Many of these girls 
also stepped up to play with the U16 team who also 
won the B Championship. 

Under 16
Our U16 team had a tough start to the year in the 
league. We struggled with numbers due to girls away 
in school and other commitments and relied on our 
U14s to help us field a team.  We weren’t successful in 
the League.  As a result of our league campaign, we 
were placed in the “B” Championship for the 

remainder of the year. Again, with girls not available 
due to holidays and attending the Gaeltacht we were 
grateful to our U14’s for helping us field a team on 
many occasions.  After a tough Championship we 
made it to the finals.

Finals Day was Sunday 3rd September in Pearse Park, 
Arklow.  Our girls showed up for this final and 
displayed some super skill from our goalie to our 
backs, midfield and our scoring forwards.  We were 
triumphant on a final scoreline of 5:12 to 3:7. It was a 
fitting end to our 2023 campaign and each of the 
girls fully deserved the win. Captain Aishling 
O’Toole accepted the cup on behalf of the team. 

Best wishes to those girls moving on to minor and 
adult camogie. Hopefully all the girls will continue 
to flourish in the Kiltegan colours for many years 
to come.

Junior Team
For a second year in a row Kiltegan fielded two teams 
in adult camogie.  We progressed to the League Final 
and this was set for Ballinakill Friday 19th May and 
won our first silver wear for 2023.  

With the exam break the county board ran a summer 
sizzler 7 aside competition, which was a great way for 
our players to keep playing camogie while the girls 
were doing exams. We felt this was a great 
competition. 

Under 14 Celebrations

Under 16 B Trophey presentation
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Now to the Championship, our players gave their all 
in every game.  We also had girls stepping up from u16 
and had players coming our of retirement in order 
to make up numbers.  After a tough Championship,  we 
were into the B finals - not where we wanted to be,  
but the girls only missed out by the slightest of 
margins. B Finals Day arrived – both our teams head 
to Arklow.  Our junior girls up against Ballinacor. 
This was going to be a tough one. Again, a slow start 
for us, we found it hard to get to grips with the 
game.  The girls had to believe in themselves and they 
did.  What a win to end our season!

It is not easy to keep two teams going in a small 
village but with great players and commitment to the 
camogie will be strong in Kiltegan for some time. A 
great bunch of players and with such talent.    

Senior Team
From the start through to year end, our Senior team 
made great progress.  We struggled at times for 
numbers but games were fulfilled, and positive 
results and performances outweighed the negatives.

A positive point in the summer was the 7’s competition 
which worked well for our panel, as our numbers for 
this time of year were low due to exams but the 
players who played in this tournament benefitted 
and excelled in the format. 

As for end of year results winning the “B” final was a 
great bonus at the end of the year. 

Seniors

Junours



2023 started with a very busy January. On 8th January 
the senior girls contested the Junior A All-Ireland 
final against Brid Oga from Antrim. Unfortunately, 
victory went to Antrim on the day however it was a 
huge achievement for this team to reach the final in 
their first year playing at this grade. News broke very 
quickly after this defeat that Tom Byrne was stepping 
down as Manager of the Senior and Junior teams 
after 6 very successful years. We would like to 
acknowledge the huge contribution that Tom and 
Serge made during their time at the helm. Tom 
McDonald and Jonny Wybrant were subsequently 
voted into the manager/coach position for 2023 and 
had a very successful year, winning the double 
(Junior and Senior) in Wicklow, winning the Junior A 
Leinster Final and making it to the All-Ireland semi-
final where they lost to a very strong Granemore 
team from Armagh.

Our Minor team won the 2022 Wicklow Minor 
Championship competition on 15 January at home, 
with a victory over Kiltegan. This was the first time 
in many, many years that Wicklow camogie ran a 
minor competition, and it was a great success for 
Knockananna. Unfortunately, we were not able to 
field a team in the current 2023 Minor competition. 
Hopefully we will be back next year!

January 2023 finished with a bang. An idea was sprung 
during the celebrations after the Leinster final to 
run a tractor run as a club fundraiser. A tagline was 
even agreed upon before the night was over- ‘Light 
Up for The Knockananna Camogie Ladies’. The event 
was held on 29 January and turned out to be a 
resounding success, and a thoroughly enjoyable day 

for young and old. The drone footage of the event 
was spectacular.

February and March allowed for some well-deserved 
down time for players and committee. There were 
significant moments to note off field during this 
period. Shanagh Goetelen was presented with the 
Wicklow County Player of the Year award, an award 
that Rachel Byrne was also nominated for. Shanagh 
followed this up by also winning the SETU College 

camogie Player of the Year. Our club were also 
delighted to congratuate Brendan Lawrence of the 
Wicklow People for winning the ‘Mick Dunne Media 
Award for Local Media’. Brendan provides top class 
coverage for camogie in the county.

On the 15 April, we held our 2023 Adult Presentation 
night in O Connors marque, Tinahely. We had medal 
presentations for our Minor and Senior winning 
teams. In addition to family members, we were also 

Leinster Camogie Junior A Provincial Champions

Wicklow Camogie Senior County Champions



delighted to welcome County Chairperson Ivor 
Lehane, our sponsors Yurts, and representation from 
Knockananna GAA to join our celebrations. 

In preparation for getting back out on the field, we 
held our registration day on 4th March. We have the 
same number of members registered for 2023 as we 
had for 2022.  We fielded again at all juvenile ages 
except U8s and fielded Junior and Senior teams again. 
We had 119 registered members - 63 juveniles, 35 adult 
players and coaches, mentors and committee making 
up the rest (21).

We had good representation on the county teams 
this year for underage. We strongly recommend all 
coaches and parents to recommend that players 
consider participating for 2024 also. We were 
represented on the adult county team by Alice 
Mulhall this year, which resulted in Alice starting 
on the winning team that won the Nancy Murray Cup 
on 29 July with an emphatic win against Mayo.

We were delighted to have sponsorship for gear bags 
from Jim Coogan for our Senior team and from 
Rathwood for our Junior teams ahead of the 

Wicklow County Finals. In addition, we secured 
sponsorship from local companies for our 5 senior 
championship group games- APS Plumbing and Drain 
Cleaning, DLish Catering, Ward & Burke 
Construction, O Keefe Civil and Perry Oil. I would 
like to thank all our new sponsors and existing 
sponsors and supporters of our club- Yurts and 
Sarah O Keefe (O’ Keefes Pub). Without this support, 
the club would not be able to function as effectively 
as it does.

Congratulations
to our 2022 Junior captain Deirdre O Brien who 
married Martin O Brien in Dec 2022. Also, 
congratulations to senior players Laura McGrath on 
the arrival of baby Eanna and Kelli Byrne on the 
arrival of baby Emily. It’s a tribute to how much 
camogie means to both players, to see them both back 
in action.

In memory
On a note of sad reflection, we lost a lot of family 
members, friends and supporters of our club this 
year. As the year comes to an end, our thoughts are 
with all members of our club and supporters that 
have lost loved ones during 2023. 

Teams Overviews
Juniors/ Seniors: Manager/Coach-Tommy Mc Donald & 
Jonny Wybrant

Junior Team
Wicklow Camogie Junior County Champions

Wicklow Camogie Under 16 League Winners



Our Junior Team competed very strongly in the 
League campaign where we won 5 of our 7 games. We 
finished 3rd in the league table and just missed out 
on the final. We had high hopes for this squad and 
we entered the Summer 7’s competition where we feel 
this really helped this team gel together and started 
to play our running game and defensive awareness 
improved. Following a loss in the first game they 
won every game after that until the competition 
concluded.

The Championship campaign started against Eire Og 
and we lost this game as we weren’t able to field our 
full squad. However, following this the squad won 
all 5 remaining games and we qualified for the semi-
final. This was played in Ballnakill against 
Ballinacor and the team came out with a 14 point 
victory. The final was played against Eire Og where 
we really felt the squad were more than capable of 
winning and this is what they delivered on the day 
with great work rate and support play.

Senior Team
The majority of senior players didn’t start back 
training until just before the League campaign. The 
squad were adjusting to new management and 
readjusting with some players not available this year 
for various reasons. The league campaign had 1 draw 
and 4 wins where we qualified for the final which 

was played in Aughrim 
County Grounds against 
Bray. The team played 
well in a very tough 
game with Bray 
defending in numbers on 
the day and we came out 
with a 10-point win.

The Championship 
campaign started with a 
loss to Kiltegan, which 
was a huge 
disappointment after a 
brilliant first half where 
the team led by 1-10 to no 
score. This loss and 
subsequent review with 
players and management 
really galvanized the 
group and there was a 
huge determination and 
focus change from then 
on. They won all 4 
remaining games and 
then had a playoff and a 
semi final against 

Kiltegan where they won both and qualified for the 
final against Carnew. The final itself was a tough 
game where we didn’t perform to anywhere near the 
team’s potential, however their experience and will 
to win got us over the line and deliver the double.

The Junior A Leinster 
campaign has been a great 
success with the team, 
once out of Wicklow, 
really starting to show 
their potential with a 
strong defence, strong 
running game and 
spreading of attacking 
play into space. The visit 
of Trim to Knockananna 
for the semi-final was a 
great day for the Club and 
the players gave a very 
commanding performance. 
The final was played in 
Kilcormac-Killoughey 
against the Harps of Laois 
where again the team 
performed very well and 
controlled most of the 
game. A bit of a scare near 
the end with two goals 

conceded but they closed out the game with a 6-point 
win.

The Junior A All-Ireland quarter final was played in 
Blanchardstown against Tara, the British champions. 
This was always going to be a challenge encounter, 
as they had some very experienced players in their 
squad. The team performed well and controlled the 
game, but we didn’t show our full potential on the 
day. However, to come out with a 2-point win was very 
satisfactory after a very heavily contested game.

We lost in the All-Ireland semi-final to Granemore 
from Armagh, who are a great team and played very 
well on the day. We had plenty of goal chances, 
which could have resulted in us winning the game 
however it wasn’t to be on the day. 

U16
Managed by Declan O Keefe, Lawrence Byrne & Lisa 
McDonald
Our league campaign started on 5th April and we had 
a healthy number of players in our panel, we had 10 
U16 players and 13 U14 players. It had been a few years 
since we had numbers like this for an U16 team….. this 
looks promising for the future.

We were in Div 2 league with only two other teams- 
Aughrim and Donard. We won all our league games 
and won the league final on 24 May in Ballinakill 
against Donard.  

Under 14’s

Minors



The championship grouping for Div 2 had an 
additional two teams added- Kiltegan and Eireog who 
played Div 1 league and moved down to Div 2 
championship. This made the championship a 
significantly more challenging competition. Our 
girls rose to this challenge- with wins against 

Aughrim, Kiltegan and 
Donard in the group 
games. This secured us a 
place in the semi-final, 
which was played in 
Knockananna against our 
neighbours Kiltegan. 
Unfortunately, Kiltegan 
played the better camogie 
on the night and went 
away with a win and a 
place in the final. We 
moved onwards to play 
the U16 B Shield final on 
6th Sept and were 
delighted to come out 
victors against Donard 
with a 5-8 to 2-4 victory. 
The game was a more 
evenly contested game 
than the final score line 
suggests, the difference 
being our ability to 
convert play into scores. 

This brought our playing season to an end with 
Wicklow Camogie Chairperson presenting the shield 
to team captain Aine Darcy.

Knockananna was represented by our U16 goalie Erin 
Donlon in the Wicklow U16 Camogie Poc Fada 
competition on 11 June in Ballinakill. Well done Erin.

U14
Managed by Declan O Keefe, Lawrence Byrne & Loretta 
Mutton.
Its been a long season for the girls this year with 
training commencing on 9th March and light 
training still ongoing at the request of the girls.   
Feile kicked off the competitive year on Easter 
Monday with a healthy turnout of 22 players 
including 6 U15 girls.

The League began on 17th April with a home win 
against our local rivals Kiltegan followed by a 
narrow defeat away to Avondale backed up by wins 
against Aughrim, Arklow Rocks and Donard/Glen. 
The girls qualified for the League Final against 
Avondale who unfortunately played the best game of 
their season at the expense of our girls.

Championship kicked off on July 10th at home to 
Aughrim but unfortunately, we were tight on 
numbers on the evening with girls injured and on 
holidays resulting in defeat. The Championship 
didn't go to plan overall with training and fixtures 
disrupted however with a Semi Final victory over 
Aughrim the girls set up the Ultimate Local Derby 
against Kiltegan. Everything went to script in the 
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first half, but it ultimately came down to the last 
puck of the game, a Kiltegan 45 which agonisingly 
dropped under the crossbar resulting in the win for 
Kiltegan.

The girls made a great effort during the year with 
the majority playing-up on the U16 panel while the 
U14s were bolstered by the U12 girls coming up to U14 
for next year.

U12s
Managed by Eugene Byrne
We were lucky to have a talented young team to work 
with this year. We inherited a strong core of under 
12s from the previous year and with the 10s that came 

up, they were a force to be reckoned with all year. 
This bunch of talented young women have huge 
energy with a will to work hard, but not forgetting 
to have fun. When they focus, they really put in some 
effort at training and at game times. When you look 
at them as individuals, their organizational skills on 
the field and the way they drive each other on, it is a 
joy to behold and train.

The coach Eugene had lots of help throughout the 
year from Kathleen Darcy, Majella Elliott, Linda 
Reddy, and Natasha Hunter. We had 2 refs- Aine Mc 
Donald and Aine Darcy- from within the club who 
were on hand to ref our games, often at short 
notice. We were disappointed with the fixture 
schedule mid – year, particularly during the summer. 
We went 10 weeks without any structured games. 
Unfortunately, the end of year county blitz never 
took place. We have built strong relationships with a 
good network of local teams. We leveraged this 
network to organise a series of practice games 
during Sept and October, to help with the 
development of players and to maintain their 
interest in the game.  This is a very critical time in 
these players development, at a time when they can 
easily be attracted away from camogie to alternative 
games. We need to cherish the game we have and look 
after our players and push for good structures at 
under-age level.

U10s
Managed by Dan Myers & Emma Kavanagh

There were 21 U10 players registered for 2023. The 
girls participated in and thoroughly enjoyed the 

normal Saturday morning blitzes which were in the 
main played against local teams Kiltegan, Donard 
and Carnew. There was a change then whereby the 
blitzes were played on Wednesday evenings in 
Ballinakill. Surprisingly, this format was well 
received by parents with greater turnouts for this 
slot versus the Saturday morning slot. The 
Wednesday evening blitzes also introduced more 
variety as the girls got to play other non-local teams 
that they wouldn’t normally play like EireOg. All-in-
all 2023 was a good year with good numbers for u10s 
however the downside was the lack of enough U8 
players to form an U8 team.

Our U8 players had to play U10 as opposed to starting 
at their own age group. We hope to see this change 
going forward.

Aisling Murphy Perpetual Trophy winner - Aimee Maher

Alice Mulhall with the Nancy Murray Cup

Cousins Emily and Grace Mulhall, Senior and Junior 
Captains have their photoshoot interrupted at the 

launch of the Pure Irish Ice Championship



Knockananna GAA & Camogie 
Development 
The Pitch developments have continued to progress 
in the club.  The upgraded floodlights have added 
huge improvement to games/trainings and use of the 
pitch on dark evenings. We installed solar lights for 
the walkway which will be of benefit at this time of 
year.  We applied for a €200,000 Sports capital Grant 
for an all-weather training area and multi-use games 
wall for which we have received planning permission 

for. This will be installed 
on the strip of land 
behind the Tinahely end 
goal should the grant 
application be successful 
with announcements 
hopefully April/May 2024 

We also applied for a 
CLÁR grant to resurface 
the carpark with kerbing 
and tarmac. The walkway 
will also be getting a 
more even surface in the 
near future.  We also had 
early discussions to 
upgrade and add 
dressing rooms, a gym, 
referee room etc but 
these are on hold for 
the present.  The old side 
storeroom will be a 
temporary referee room. 
The goalmouths got a 
revamp with new sod 
recently and we must look after these as they will no 
doubt need upgrade again. 

The joint committee are still working hard together 
but would love new faces to get involved to continue 
to push these improvements. Continued support for 
fundraising would also be welcome.

Conclusion
We would like to thank 
the Knockananna GAA 
Committee and its 
members for their 
financial contribution 
towards the 2022 Junior 
A All-Ireland campaign 
and their ongoing 
support- we see this 
support in the use of 
facilities, willingness to 
assist with marking out 
the pitch for our games, 
videoing games, 
stewarding at matches 
and events and much 
much more. 

We also want to thank 
our players and parents - 
the players for their 
commitment to their 

teams and games and the mileage they do and time 
they give for games and training, and to parents for 
their support on and off the line, for providing lifts 
for the younger players, and helping in any way 
possible. 

We wish to express thanks to our chair Serge, the 
hardworking committee and coaches. We have been 
lucky in recent years to have new members join us, 
taking up key roles on the committee and as coaches 
and FLOs. WE are hopeful that we will see this trend 
continue, as new ideas and new energy will drive 
Knockananna Camogie Club to continue to grow on 
and off the pitch. 

This extended network, that makes up the 
Knockananna Camogie Community, is a team that 
mucks in and gets the job done- with little fanfare 
and great results. Long may it continue. 

Team Captains at the 2022 awards night Eimear O 
Sullivan, Rachel Byrne and Deirdre O Brien

Our Seniors at the 2022 Awards Night

Camogie Tractor RunOur Seniors at the 2022 Awards Night



This was another busy year for St. Pats Camogie Club. 
We now have 5 teams ranging from U8 - U16. 2023 was 
the first year we fielded an Under 16 team since the 
reintroduction of Camogie to the club in 2017.

We started the year with a very successful “Get Into 
Camogie” initiative, where we introduced girls aged 
between 6 and 12 to the game over 3 Saturday 
mornings in January and February. We had over 50 
girls in the hall each morning split across two 
sessions learning the basics of the game. This 
initiative paid dividends when we started back 
training on the pitch in April with a large number of 
the girls that participated joining the U8’s and 10s. 
As a result there are now almost 80 girls playing 
Camogie in the club.

While there was a big improvement in the numbers at 
U8 and 10, numbers remain challenging at U12, 
however the committee is looking at a number of 
strategies to attract new members at not just U12 but 
all age groups for 2024.

Under 16
2023 also saw some new silverware for the club, with 
the U16’s winning the ‘C’ Shield Final against 
Kilcoole. The future looks bright for this team, as 
all the girls on this team will still be Under 16 next 
year!

St. Pat’s Camogie was also represented at county level 
with 4 of the U16 panel playing with the county 
development team, where they got great experience 
training with girls from other clubs as well as 
playing inter county matches.

Under 14
The U14’s had a good year playing a number of very 
competitive games against Eire Og, Kilcoole and 
Donard. The highlight of the year was reaching the 
C Cup Final, where we lost out to a strong Donard 
side in Ballinakill. A number of the U14’s also played 
with the U16’s this year from which they benefited 
hugely in terms of skills development and match 
experience. We also had representation on the U14 
county development squad.

Under 8’s & 10’s
The Under 8s and Under 10s represented the club at a 
number of Go Game Blitz’s throughout the county, 
always putting up strong performances. The girls got 
to visit such places as Avondale, Arklow and 
Ballinakill. 

Many of the U8’s and U10’s also did the Hurling/
Camogie Cúl Camp in the Club where they further 
developed their skills.

Special thanks to all the coaches and 
assistants:
U8 & U10: Margaret Leonard, Colin Byrne, Ciara 
Fitzpatrick and Roisin Leonard

U12: Jason Carey, Yvonne McGarry 

U14: Conor Lawlor, John Lane, Margaret Leonard 

U16: Ciara Haugh, Alan Lawlor, Frank Scanlan

Special thanks also to Conor Daly for helping out 
with coaching the U14s and U16s and to Jack Keogh 
for helping with “Get into Camogie”.

UNDER 16 C SHIELD WINNERS

Under 14’s
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